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REPORT. 






THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into consideration 
the state of the lines of Road leading from the city of Glasgow 
to Ayr, and thence to Port-Patrick, to ascertain and consider 
the state of their Revenue, Debt, and Expenditure, and to consider 
how far it would be practicable, and advantageous to the public 
interest, to consolidate the revenue, expenditure and debts affect- 
ing the whole or any of such lines of Communication from 
Scotland to Ireland, and to report their Opinion thereupon to 
The House ; and who were instructed to consider the propriety of 
the establishment of Steam Packets between Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee; and to whom the Petitions on the former subject 

were referred; Have considered the matters referred to them, 

and agreed upon the following REPORT : 



Y OUR Committee proceeded, in the first place, to direct such returns 
to be made to them, from the different Trusts of which the roads 
from Glasgow to Port-Patrick form a part, as should enable them to judge 
of the state of their revenue, debt and expenditure, and thereby to form 
an opinion of the advantages and practicability of a consolidation being 
effected, provided the other inquiries, to which the attention of the 
Committee should be directed, tended to show that such consolidation 
would be advantageous. It appeared also necessary to resort to such 
evidenc’e, as Your Committee could conveniently command, respecting 
the state of the roads referred to their consideration, and respecting the 
importance of the communication between Scotland and Ireland ; and 
they have accordingly examined Gentlemen connected with the two 
countries, whose means of information enabled them to speak with autho- 
rity on those subjects. 

Your Committee can state, as the result of these examinations, that a large 
portion of the roads from Glasgow towards Port-Patrick, is in such a state 
as to admit of safe and convenient travelling ; but that there is a part of 
the line so bad, unsafe, and impracticable, as totally to obstruct intercourse, 
and to prevent the enjoyment of those public benefits, which a safe and 
good line of road throughout, would afford. They can further state, that 
one opinion only prevails as to the importance of this communication to the 
commercial and general interests of the two countries ; in proof of which 
there have been referred to Your Committee, petitions from the counties 
of Ayr and Wigtown, the borough of Stranraer, and from a body of mer- 
chants of the city of Dublin ; all stating, in strong terms, the importance 
which they attach to the improvement of the intercourse between Ireland, 
and the populous districts of Scotland, the counties of Ayr, Renfrew, 
Lanark, the city of Glasgow, and indeed the whole of the north of Scotland. 
They beg also to refer to the evidence of the gentlemen who have been 
examined on this branch of the subject. 

A 2 The 
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4 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

The importance of this communication being rendered complete and 
convenient, seems to arise, not only from the general feeling of interruption 
to intercourse, which the present state of the road presents, but from the 
specific importance of the Post being conveyed with expedition and cer- 
tainty by this route, so as to prevent persons resorting to the conveyance 
of their correspondence by Manchester and Holyhead ; than which Your 
Committee think that there cannot be a stronger proof of the necessity of 
improvement. This view is confirmed by the evidence of Mr. George 
Henry Freeling, who states, that the experiment of sending ship letter 
bags by steam packets, direct from Glasgow to Ireland, has very par. 
tially succeeded, and that the route by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, is 
that on which the regular conveyance of the mail ought naturally, and 
must ultimately depend. Your Committee have not thought it necessary 
to multiply examinations respecting the utility to the city of Glasgow, 
of this communication beyond those of three gentlemen, Members of the 
Committee, all intimately acquainted with the interests of that city, who 
concur in stating, that the improvement of this road has long been 
anxiously desired by those engaged at Glasgow, in intercourse with 
Ireland. 

Your Committee have examined Mr. Telford, as to the state of the 
road, and the opinion he entertains as to the improvement of it, where ne- 
cessary. It will be seen by the perusal of Mr. Telford’s evidence, that he is 
of opinion that, as far as the town of Girvan, the lines of road are sufficient 
for the purposes of intercourse (and Your Committee have occasion to know 
that material improvements have been executed in many places since 
Mr. Telford had an opportunity of seeing those roads), but that between 
Girvan and Stranraer, the road is bad and dangerous ; and that he thinks 
an improved line may be obtained without great difficulty, and at an ex- 
pense which Your Committee is not disposed to consider beyond the reach 
of accomplishment, by an arrangement, which in conclusion of this Report 
they are enabled to submit for consideration. 

They have also examined Mr. M c Adam, whose local knowledge of the 
country enables him to speak with confidence ; and his opinion is even 
more favourable as to the execution of the necessary improvement at a 
moderate expense, and as to the facility on the whole lines generally, of 
improving and maintaining them in repair, upon principles which will 
effect a great amelioration of their condition, and economize their revenue. 
On all these points the evidence of Mr. M c Adam appears to be most im- 
portant. 

It appears also to Your Committee, that unless the portion of road be- 
tween Girvan and Stranraer be rendered convenient for travelling and 
general intercourse, the advantages intended by Parliament to arise from 
the expenditure on the harbours of Port Patrick and Donaghadee, cannot 
be received by the public as, until the road be rendered sufficiently good 
to admit of ready intercourse along the whole line of country, travellers 
will be compelled to give up the advantage of safe harbours, owing to the 
defect of the road rendering it impossible for them to complete their 
journey with safety and expedition, and this consideration is the more im- 
portant, because the passage by sea at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, is 
the shortest between Great Britain and Ireland, and it is well known that 
the line of communication on which there is the shortest distance by sea, 
will always be preferred, where the roads are such as to admit of conve- 
nient travelling. 



Your Committee will now proceed to state the views which they take of 
the Revenue, Expenditure, and Debts, on the lines of road from Glasgow to 

Port- 
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Port-Patrick, and the principles on which they are disposed to recommend 
a measure, by which every object which seems to be desirable for the 
public interest may be attained, with a scrupulous regard to existing 
public and private rights. It is necessary to set out by stating, that as 
there are various lines of road leading from the city of Glasgow into the 
county of Ayr, and onwards through that county, it appears to Your Com- 
mittee to be convenient and advantageous that more than one' line of road 
should be adopted, with a view to being made a part of one great trust 
under a Parliamentary Commission. This plan appears to be advan- 
tageous, because it avoids any division of revenue, secures the largest sum 
of annual income, takes away all rivalry between different roads leading to 
and from the same places, and renders practicable an united and uniform 
system of management in the administration of Income and Expenditure, 
such as cannot fail to ensure economy, and the most efficient system of 
control and management in all departments. It seems, however, that the 
principle of the adoption of more than one line of road, between the same 
places,, ought to be limited to roads where revenue already is, or is 
likely to become considerable, even although there may exist debt on 
the line ; and it will appear, in the statement to be made, that in the 
plan hereinafter submitted, the Committee have been regulated by this 
consideration. 

It appears from returns made to Your Committee, that the roads leaving 
Glasgow in the direction of the county of Ayr, are situated in what are 
called the Gorbals and Kilbride Trust, a district comprising a part of Act 0eo . a 
Renfrewshire, with a small portion of Lanarkshire, placed by Parliament 
under one united control. The roads contained in this trust have been 
made and kept up at great expense, and the debt of that trust amounts to A pX N „ ^ 
60,231 /. 7 s. 8 \d.\ the revenue for the year commencing May 1823, 
being 7, 2331. Your Committee are of opinion, that two principal lines of App * N ° 2 ' 
road leading from Glasgow to the confines of the county of Ayr should be 
adopted, and made part of a proposed united trust, viz. : — 

1st. The road leading from the old bridge of Glasgow, passing through 
the Gorbals turnpike, thence by Cathcart bridge and the village of Mearns, App * N " 3 - 
to the boundary of the county of Ayr near Flockside : 

2dly. The road leading from the Gorbals turnpike to Pollockshaws, and 
thence by Barrhead to the boundary of the county of Ayr near Lugton 
bridge, including the road from the new bridge of Glasgow, to the point at App* N° 3. 
which it intersects this last-mentioned road. 

These roads form the Eastern termination of two great lines of road 
from Glasgow to Ayr, which Your Committee recommend should be con- 
solidated ; and in order to effect this, as far as they are within the Gorbals 
and Kilbride district, it appears that a portion of the debt of this trust 
should be assumed and discharged by the proposed consolidated trust, say 
o-6ths of this debt, i. e. 50,000 /. on condition that the same proportion of 
the total revenue, i. c. 6,0001. per annum, shall be made over to commis- 
sioners for the benefit of the proposed consolidated trust; the remaining 
part of the revenue continuing, as at present, applicable to the roads not 
incorporated in the new trust, and responsible for that portion of the debt 
not so assumed and paid. Your Committee consider that this arrangement 
would be fair and equitable to all parties, being fortified in their opinion by 
the evidence of a Gentleman, who acts as a leading trustee in the adminis- (Mr. Muir.) 
tration of the important concerns of the Gorbals and Kilbride trust ; and 
they apprehend that this arrangement is a very material step towards effect- 
ing an advantageous consolidation of the revenue on the whole lines of 

communication. 
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It further appears, from a Return respecting a pontage levied on the bridges 
at Glasgow, that the sum for which these pontages are let, for the current 
year, is 2,300/. ; and that the amount of debt for which they are pledged 
and which remains unredeemed, is 6,687 Z. Is. 7 d. Your Committee are 
aware that a great proportion of the revenue raised on the bridges of 
Glasgow has always been paid by those who travel the roads leading from 
the county of Ayr, through the Gorbals and Kilbride trust, and conse- 
quently they are of opinion, that when the existing debt i§ redeemed, it 
would be perfectly equitable and advantageous to the city of Glasgow, that 
a small amount of pontage should continue to be levied and be made 
applicable, by the authority of Parliament, to the purposes of the proposed 
great trust, in which the great majority of persons paying such pontage 
would be essentially interested ; it is recommended therefore that when 
the existing debt of 6,687/. Is. 7 d. is discharged, such a rate of pontage 
should be continued as may raise an annual revenue of 1,000/. ; which sum 
should be annually carried to the account of the proposed trust; and it 
appears from the Return that less than half the present amount of pontage 
would be required for this purpose. 



I.— By the returns it appears that the road No. 1 of the proposed trust, 
including the street of Gorbals, will require an annual expense, for main- 
tenance, of 85/. per mile ; and that the extent is 11m. If. IGCvds.'I 
say 11 miles at 85/. per mile - - - - - - j 

N° 1. Road from Glasgow to Pollockshaws 2 m. Gf. say 2 miles 
at 46/. per mile - - _ „ 

N° 2. Road from Pollockshaws to the confines of the County of 
Ayr near Lugton bridge 11 m. 60 yds . say 11 miles at CO/, per 
mile - 



*2.935 



92 



660 



Total Sum for annual maintenance *£. 1,687 

But Your Committee have no doubt but these rates may be materially 
diminished, by an introduction of the principles of management and 
economy which have recently become so well understood. 



App* N* 7. 



App* N“ 8 & 9. 



42 Gr. 3* c. 48. 
53 0 3 - 



The state of Revenue, Expenditure and Debts, on the roads in the county 
of Ayr, next fall under consideration; — I. Roads from Glasgow to Ayr. 
The two lines which Your Committee recommend for adoptionare 



I. The line which proceeds from near Flockside, in continuation of the 
road stated asN° 1. in the Gorbals trust, continuing by Kingswell, Kilmarnock 
and Monckton, to Ayr. 

The line which proceeds from near Lugton bridge, in continuation of 
N° 2 in the Gorbals trust, by Caldwell, to the Girdle, and thence by Irvine 
to Monckton, at which point it joins the line N° 1 leading to Ayr. 



By the returns it appears that the turnpike revenue levied for the. last 
year is on — 

ist. The road from Flockside by Kingswell, Kilmarnock and 

Monckton, to Ayr . j _ _ 

Pontage at Bridge of Ayr - - . _ 13 4 

2nd.— The road from near Lugton Bridge by Caldwell, the 

Girdle and Irvine to Monckton - - - _ 802 - - 



Total annual revenue 



£. 2,503 13 4 



In this statement no account is taken of the rate levied in the town of 
Kilmarnock, under special acts of Parliament, with which Ypur Committee 
do not think it desirable to recommend an interference. 

With 
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With respect to the pontage at Ayr, it is proposed to pay off the deb 1 
outstanding, and continue the pontage, by authority of Parliament, for the 
benefit of the new trust, the existing right to levy such pontage terminating 
when the outstanding debt is discharged. 

The debt on these two lines of road, from the confines of the county of 
Renfrew to Ayr, by the returns, stands thus: 

£. s. d. 

1st. — The road from near Flockside, by Kilmarnock, to Ayr 900 - - 

2d. — The road from near Lugton-bridge, by Irvine, to Monckton 6,7 65 - - 

3d.— Debt on bridge of Ayr 1,466 4, u 

Total debt - - £. 9,131 4 11 



4 .* 



Act 25 G. 3. c. 37. 



App 1 
App* 

9- 

App* N 8 10. 



The expense of maintaining the said roads will require, by returns — 
1st. — Road from near Flockside to Kilmarnock, 10 miles, at 



19/. 10s. per mile 191 _ _ 

2d. — From Kilmarnock to Ayr, 11|- miles, at 37/. per mile - 425 10 - 

3d. — Road from near Lugton-bridge to Irvine, 13 miles, at 24/. 

per mile 312 - - 

4th. — From Irvine to Monckton, 8 miles, at 15/. per mile - 124 - - 



Total annual maintenance - - £. 1,052 10 - 



II. — Roads from Ayr to Girvan. 

The revenue being levied at points common to both roads, and being by 
law applicable to both, Your Committee recommend, that between Ayr and 
Maybole there should be adopted, 

1st. — Road from Ayr to Maybole, by Monkwood-bridge. 

2d. — Road from Ayr to Maybole, by Alloway-bridge.. 



By the returns it appears that the Turnpike Revenue as levied for the 
last year is on — 

1st —Ayr, by Monkwood-bridge, to Maybole ... - 399 - - App* N* n. 

2d..— Ayr, by Alloway-bridge, to Maybole - - - - 390 - - 12 - 

£.789 - - 



The debt on these two lines from Ayr to Maybole, is by the returns — 

1st. — Road by Monkwood-bridge - - - 4,114 16 9^ 

2dly. — Road by Alloway-bridge - 3,860 18 8 

Total debt - £. 7,97 5 15 5^ 



The expense of maintaining the said roads will require, by returns — 
1st. — Road by Monkwood-bridge, 4 miles at \ & Qi _ _ 

15/. 5 s. per mile - - - I 

5^- miles at 10/. 10s. per mile - - - 55 2 6 



2dly. — Road by Alloway-bridge, 
3 miles, at 7 /. 7 *- 
.6 miles j at 10/. 10 s. 



- 21 
- .63 



116 2 6 



84 1 - 



Total annual maintenance - £. 200 3 6 



For the same reasons Your Committee recommend, that between May- 
bole and Girvan there should be adopted — 

1st. — The road by the village of Kirkoswald. 

2d. — The road by Lochmoddie bridge. 

A 4 Bj 
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By the returns it appears that the 
year is, on — 

1st. — By Kirkoswald 
2d.— By Lochmoddie bridge 



turnpike revenue levied for the last 

£■ s. d. 

- 222 10 - 
----- 311 10 - 

^534 - - 



By the returns it appears that the debts on these two lines of road from 
Maybole to Girvan, is — 

1st. — By Kirkoswald - - - - - 646 - 

2d. — By Lochmoddie bridge - - - . - - 4,904 5 7 

£. 5,550 5 7 



It further appears by the returns, that for the maintenance of these 
two lines of road, there will be required — 

1st. — By Kirkoswald, 12 miles, at 81. 8 s. per mile - - 100 6 - 

2d. — By Lochmoddie bridge, 12 J miles, at 20 1. 105. per mile - 251 2 6 

£.351 8 6 

III. — The road from Girvan to the confines of the county of 
Wigtown. 

By the returns it appears that — 

1st. — The revenue is f . - 133 - - 

2i — The debt - - - - . - - - — 

App* N® 13. 3d.— The annual maintenance of road, 22 miles, at 2 1. 11 s. 6d.l 56 13 - 

per mile - -j 

It is necessary to state, that this is the portion of the whole line where 
no improvement has ever been made, and that as it passes through a thinly 
inhabited country, there are no natural means by which it can ever be 
improved. 

Such is the cause of its having hitherto remained in its present bar- 
barous state, and it is so bad as to preclude even the internal intercourse 
which might otherwise take place ; and it is also necessary to state, that it 
passes along the margin of the sea, occasionally on the edge of the most 
dangerous precipices. The rate of toll hitherto levied is very low, but 
were the road improved the rate ought to be raised, and the revenue 
would no doubt be greatly augmented. 

In all cases within the county of Ay r r, Your Committee have stated the 
capital sums of debt as returned, without interest, in the belief that all the 
creditors, being the trustees on the roads, would readily accept of payment 
of the capital without interest ; thereby however expressly understanding, 
that all parties having advanced money to the trustees on such roads, 
should receive for the same, payment of interest in the same way as they 
have hitherto done from the trustees, up to the period of the repayment; of 
their advances and previously to the consolidation proposed. 



The continuation of the line of road within the county of Wigtown, is 
next to be considered. 

It is necessary to keep in view, that this road, so far as it lies between 
Stfafiraiet and Port-Patrick, is also a part of the communication from 
Dumfries -to Port-Patrick, so that some arrangement to recognize : the 
interests of that other great line of road would no doubt be necessary m 
carrying into effect the proposed consolidation. Of this consideration, 
Your Committee are perfectly aware, but they entertain no doubt that 
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the respective interests of the two roads may, without difficulty, be 
arranged. 

By the returns it appears that — 

1st.— The Revenue between the boundary of the county of £. s. d. Add* n° 14. 

Ayr and Port-Patrick is 400 19 6 

2d. — That the debt proportioned to this line of road is - 1,080 - - 

3d. — That the sum required for its annual repair, is 17 miles 

at 61. per mile per annum - - - £. 102 - - 



The result of the foregoing statement will be as follows : 

I. — Total Revenue of proposed consolidated trust, calculated upon existing 
rates on roads from Glasgow to Port-Patrick. 

1 st. — County of Renfrew, 

Turnpike revenue - - 6,000 - - 

Pontage at Glasgow, to fall in 

in 1826 - - - - 1,000 - - 

7,000 - - 

2d. — County of Ayr, 

Turnpike revenue - - 3,639 - - 

Pontage at Ayr - - .820 13 4 

3,959 13 4 

3d. — County of Wigtown, 

Turnpike revenue - 400 19 6 

£. 11,360 12 10 



II. — Total annual expense of maintaining roads in repair according to the 
returns received. 

1st. — County of Renfrew ----- 1,687 - - 

2d.— County of Ayr 1,6S0 14 - 

3d. — County of Wigtown ----- 102 - - 

£. 3,469 14 - 

III. — Statement showing the surplus revenue. 

1st. — Total revenue 11,360 12 10 

2d. — Total maintenance of road ----- 3,469 14 - 
Total surplus revenue - - £. 7,890 18 10 

IV. — Total amount of debts proposed to be assumed and discharged, in 
order to obtain the consolidated revenue. 

1st. — County of Renfrew ------ 50,000 - - 

2d.— County of Ayr 22,657 5 11^ 

Sd. — County of Wigtown ------ 1,080 - - 

~i. 73,737 5 ll£ 

V. — State of consolidated sum required to establish the proposed trust, by 
executing the improvement of the road between Girvan and Stranraer, 
and by discharging debts. 

1st. — Supposed expense of new line of road - - 16,262 14 

2d. — Debts to be paid ----- - 73,787 5 II Jr 

«£. 90,000 - - 



Your Committee have to observe, that they consider the result of the 
foregoing statements to be most favourable to the view of the establish- 
ment of a consolidated general trust, on the roads leading from Glasgow to 
Port-Patrick. It appears that it would be necessary to assume and dis- 
charge debts to the amount of 73,737 /• 5 s. 11 f d . ; and Your Committee 

B estimate 
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estimate the proposed improvement of the road between Girvan, arid 
Stranraer, where it is at present an absolute obstruction to intercourse, at 
1(5,262 Z. 14 s. 0 id. making in all the sum of 90,000/. necessary to be 
advanced in order to carry into effect this undertaking. 

Your Committee beg to state, that this sum of 16,262/. 14s. 0 Id. is 
stated hypothetically ; but they consider it to be as fair an estimate as 
they have the means of making, having no sources of precise information; 
adverting, however, to the evidence of Mr. Telford and Mr. M'Adam on this 
point, they are disposed to think that the expense is likely to come under, 
rather than to exceed that sum. At the same time they are quite aware 
of the importance of this point being accurately ascertained, before a Bill 
shall be brought into Parliament, to carry into effect the recommendation 
of the Committee ; and they are not without hope, that it may be deemed 
proper, where so great an improvement seems to be within reach, that 
a Survey should be immediately directed, in order to ascertain, not only 
the expense of the necessary improvement, but to decide on the highest 
authority the line in which the new road ought to be conducted. This 
Survey, Your Committee conceive to be the first step towards the accom- 
plishment of the great national object in view ; and Your Committee 
earnestly recommend, that no delay should take place in obtaining that 
precise and satisfactory information, which a Survey would afford, but 
which they have no means of procuring or of reporting to the House. 

Your Committee have been informed, by one of their members, that 
the principle of consolidating small trusts, has been successfully acted upon, 
in the case of the London and Holyhead road. The part of it, between 
Shrewsbury and Holyhead (110 miles) was formerly under the management 
of seven trusts. In 1819, an Act passed for vesting it in fifteen commis- 
sioners, who hold their meetings in London. The general management 
of this road has been conducted with the greatest ease, while the skilful 
and economical application of the funds has been attended with the 
preservation of the road in a state of perfect repair. 

The same principle of consolidation has also been resorted to, and Your 
Committee have reason to know with great advantage, on the road from 
Carlisle to Glasgow; so that the principle of the recommendation of 
Your Committee has the sanction of two great experiments, which have 
been attended with perfect success, and great public advantage. 

Your Committee have to remark, that according to the view they have 
presented, there exists a surplus annual revenue of 7,890 1. 8s. lOrZ. yvliich, 
estimating the capital debt to be incurred at 90,000/. is within little more 
than 100/. per annum of 9Z. per cent, on that sum ; a revenue which Your 
Committee apprehend would enable such persons as might be authorized 
by Parliament to raise the sum required on the security which the sanction 
of Parliament would enable them to afford. But they entertain no doubt 
that the revenue w'ould greatly increase ; and while such increase ought to 
be applied to the improvement of the condition of the roads generally 
within the trust, it would seem necessary that a surplus revenue of at least 
8/. per cent should be guaranteed to those who might be disposed to 
treat with commissioners for the advance of the money required ; that is to 
say, that a guarantee of a rate of interest not exceeding 4Z. per cent, and 
of a sinking fund of4Z. per cent per annum, shall be provided, and rendered 
certain. By this provision, there can be no doubt that the roads would be 
maintained in a good and constantly improving condition ; that the creditors 
on the trust would be gradually paid off; and that the public would, at no 
very remote period, be relieved from the payment of a revenue greater 
than necessary to maintain the road, and have in all time coming the 
great and important benefit conferred upon them, of a line of communi- 
cation 
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cation between Scotland and Ireland, which could not fail essentially to 
promote the interests of both countries. 



In concluding this part of the Report, Your Committee have only 
further to remark, that in an inquiry of this kind, it is difficult to be quite 
certain that some minor consideration or interest may not be overlooked, 
or imperfectly recognized ; but as they view their proceedings as instituted, 
more for the purpose of inquiry and consideration, than for definitive 
arrangement, they trust that any s&oordinate error or imperfection in their 
statement may not be deemed to be subversive of their general views, or 
of the result at which they have arrived. 



Your Committee have further proceeded, in obedience to the instruc- 
tion directed to them by The House, to consider the advantages and 
practicability of the establishment of Steam Packets between Port- 
Patrick and Donaghadee; they have had referred to them, on this 
subject, documents which have been transmitted to the General Post App* K" 15 , >6. 
Office, and to the Treasury, a perusal of which will exhibit the views of 
parties greatly interested in this matter, and show the progress which has 
been made in the improvement of the harbours of Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee. 

Your Committee beg also to refer to the valuable evidence of Mr. George 
. Henry Freeling, whose attendance before them they directed, believing 
him to be better qualified than any other individual, to give information 
to the Committee. Nothing can more strongly confirm the unanimous 
wishes of the public, than Mr. Freeling’s opinion of the importance of the 
establishment of Steam Packets on the passage between Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee. A return from the Post Office at Port-Patrick proves the 
uncertainty and frequent failure of intercourse between Scotland and 
Ireland, owing to the present system of Steam Packets. This return 
shows, that in one year there were 97 days in which the present packets 
could not make a passage ; that the average duration was about 8 hours, 
and the actual time varying between 2$ hours and 25 hours. Mr. Free- 
ling states the great advantages of a change, from a similar system, 
in the passage between Holyhead and Dublin, and his conviction that 
the same comparative benefit would be derived from a similar change of 
system between Donaghadee and Port-Patrick. 

Your Committee regret, that the state of the harbour of Port-Patrick 
seems to present a temporary obstacle to the attainment of this great 
object ; and they earnestly recommend, that the Commissioners for the 
improvement of that harbour should proceed with activity to complete such 
parts of their works as may render certain the speedy adoption of the 
same system of conveyance by Steam, which has been productive of so 
much advantage between Holyhead and Dublin. 

Your Committee are happy to report, that it is in the contemplation of 
the Post Master General to send a Steam Vessel to make experiments on 
this station, in order to expedite the establishment of Steam Packets, and 
to decide on the description of vessels which will ultimately be best 
adapted to it. They trust that the Postmaster General may be able to 
carry these experiments into effect, at a very early period. 

Your Committee are strongly impressed with the importance of this 
branch of the subject, both as affecting the conveyance of the Mails with 
regularity, dispatch and certainty, but as connected with the interior both 
of Scotland and Ireland. 

B 2 Were 
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Were Steam Packets established, as Your Committee hope they speedily 
may, the revenue on the roads, on which Your Committee have previously 
reported, could not fail to be greatly augmented, and the proposed con- 
solidated trust would become far more flourishing in respect of Annual 
Revenue, than Your Committee have been able to state it on the basis of 
an actual and existing revenue. 

Your Committee beg to conclude, by expressing the satisfaction they 
experience at being able to point out the means of carrying into effect 
a great national improvement, without any aid to be derived from a grant 
of money by Parliament. 

24 June 1823. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Marti?, 6° die Mali, 1823. 

THOMAS FRANCIS KENNEDY, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE C1IAIR. 



Mr. Thomas Telford, called in ; and Examined. 

H AVE you travelled between Glasgow and Port-Patrick ? — I have. Mr. 

Have you a general recollection of the state of the road between those two Thomas Telford. 

points? — I have. ^ 

Are you aware that the road, as far as Girvan, is in a state that may be travelled 
with safety and convenience ? — 1 have several times travelled it and found no obstacles 
or difficulties, and consider it in general in a good and passable state. 

You consider that at any rate, with a good system of repair, that that road might be 
sufficiently good for the purposes of intercourse? — I do think so. 

Are you also aware, that the state of the road between Girvan and Stranraer, 
especially that portion of it within the county of Ayr, is such as to present the greatest 
impediments to travelling, and to be, in fact, dangerous and unfit for so great a com- 
munication ? — I know, from experience, that it is very imperfect and even dangerous, 
and is unfit for the general communication between Glasgow and Port-Patrick ; upon 
the whole it is unfit for wheel carriages. 

Have you such a recollection of the general aspect of the country between Girvan 
and Stranraer as to be able to state an opinion as to the possibility of making a good 
line of road between those two points ? — I have a distinct recollection of the general 
shape of the country, and as the mountain is close to the sea, there can be no doubt 
that a very good and easy and safe road may be made around its base. 

Should you consider that such an improved line would be attended with a very 
great expense ? — I am of opinion, that it might be made at a comparatively moderate 
expense, because the precipice below would admit of the excavated ground being 
thrown off at an easy expense, and there is an abundance of stone and other materials 
for protecting walls, securing the banks and constructing the road way. 

Do you recollect, that the difficulties which will occur in such a line of road, only 
occur at intervals, and that although a few miles of the road might be expensive, that 
the facility of making the remainder would reduce the average expense to a moderate 
rate ? — I am convinced that such is the fact ; for although the space between Ballantrae 
and Loch-Ryan would be difficult and expensive, the remaining part between Stranraer 
and Loch-Ryan would be comparatively easy and cheap, and there are no expensive 
bridges required in any part of the line. 

The Committee presume, without a particular inspection and survey of this line, 
that you could scarcely hazard an opinion as to the sum of money for which the im- 
proved line might be made between Girvan and Stranraer ? — Without such inspection 
and survey I cannot take upon myself to decide, either upon the exact preferable 
line or the definite expense. 

Should you think it at all likely that such a work might be executed for a sum not 
exceeding 20,000/. ? — I think it is probable it may not exceed that sum. 

Supposing such an improved line to be completed, should you consider it could be 
maintained at a moderate annual rate of expense ? — I think, from the situation, shape 
of the ground and the conveniency and plenty of good materials, that they might be 
maintained, if originally properly constructed at a comparatively very moderate 
expense. 

From your general knowledge of the condition and intercourse of the west of 
Scotland with Ireland, is it your opinion that this communication to Port-Patrick is 
an important public object? — I am decidedly of that opinion, knowing that the con- 
nection of Glasgow and Ayrshire with the north of Ireland is very great. 

486. B 3 You 
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Mr. You consider, therefore, that it is a very important object, both to Scotland and 

JThomas Telford. , Ireland, that this improvement should be carried into effect?- — I am fullv of tW 
‘ ^ ' opinion. 

(6 May.) Should you anticipate, that if the whole line from Glasgow to Port- Patrick was in 
a good state, that the intercourse would probably increase, and that the revenue would 
consequently rise above the present amount ? — I think there is every probability 
that if the road was perfectly laid out and constructed, that the intercourse would 
increase, and of course the revenue, because at present, such is the imperfect state of 
the road, that a portion of the travelling is obliged to be taken in a different 
direction. 

Are you aware that a large expenditure is taking place at present in the harbours 
of Port- Patrick and Donaghadee ? — I am. 

Do you consider that the full public advantage of this outlay can be derived 
unless the communication from Port-Patrick to this populous district of Scotland is 
rendered more perfect? — It is quite evident that the communication from Port- 
Patrick to the manufacturing districts of Lanarkshire, Ayrshire and Renfrewshire is 
one of the most important connections with Port-Patrick, and therefore that the 
public benefit of the outlay will not be fully enjoyed without this communication is 
made. 

Do you not consider that a very small outlay is now required, compared to what 
has been incurred, to obtain this object? — Very small indeed, not a twentieth 
I suppose. 

John Loudon M'Adam , , Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

J. L. M‘Adam, HAVE you, for a long period of time, had occasion to know the country between 
v ^ Glasgow and Port-Patrick ? — 1 have, for these last forty years. 

, • ? id ”?!?* ™ e tirae res ] de “ ‘ he count y of A y, and act as a trustee upon the 
' • ■' high roads within that county ?■ — I did, for fourteen years. 

Have you occasion to know the importance of that line of communication from 
Glasgow to Port-Patrick?— I know that it is very important with respect to the cor- 
respondence between Glasgow and all the manufacturing districts with Ireland- 
I think it is a road of much less importance to the country itself, than it is as a com- 
munication between Ireland and Scotland. 

Have you occasion to know generally, that the line in which the road is carried 
from Glasgow as far as Girvan, is convenient and suitable? — There were some very 
inconvenient places upon that road, but they have been altered very much of late 
years particularly Brown Carrick Hill, in the county of Ayr ; the road goes entirely 
round that hill, and even the road upon the hill was altered and very much improved 
but the other road is quite flat. r ’ 

, Th , eD > k ’t y° u !’ opinion, that if that portion of the road were kept in «ood order, 
that the line is suflicienlly good for the purposes of public intercourse ?— I think if the 
road were managed tolerably well, it would be an exceedingly convenient line of 
road; I know few lines of road of the length more Convenient, but the road is ex- 
ceedmgly ill managed. 

Have you a distinct recollection of the aspect of the country between Girvan and 
otranraerr — les, I have. 

Have you a distinct recollection of the state of the road between those two points ? 

me road between Girvan and Glennap, which is very hilly, I think it might be 

Glennajf aodtaT*”’’ 1 '’ advantage ’ a " d perha P 8 some improvement between 

T nf re /°V™ r V hat J hat road is « many places extremely dangerous ?— I am; 

“ S - P ° ke ? of as a dan g erous road as lon i5 as I recollect roads being 
poken of, ever since I was a child, and I recollect that it is so now. 

T thinU J°ic i aW f re ’ ?- at il is in fact unsafe for the purposes of travelling?— 
I think it is unsafe and inconvenient for travelling, and might be made both safe and 
convenient. ° 

Are you aware of the state of the inland roads?— Yes; the inland road was made 
a view to avoid the present dangerous road, but it is round-about several 
“S a „ A 1 ls a J so ste ?P and inconvenient, and it goes over a high ridge of country 
which could not be avoided on that line. 8 b J 

St™° ““Sider that a line of road could be obtained between Girvan and 
A ' , ? p T ent mi P re ssion on my mind is, that a very good road might be 

made there, but without more particularly looking at it I could not enter into 
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Are you not aware, thaS although some portions of it might be expensive, the other 
portions would be comparatively easily made ?— I believe the whole of that !ead might 
be made at very little expense, with the exception of where you have to cut through 
absolute rock. » 

Do you not consider that the materials for making and maintaining the road, 
could be had with ease along the whole line?— I think the materials for making and 
maintaining the road between Girvan and Stranraer might be got from the side of 
the road without cartage, a considerable part of the way. 

Is it your opinion, that if the line of road were made, it would be maintained in 
good order at a moderate expense ?— I should think at a very moderate expense, nar- 
ticularly moderate, because the material is so extremely good ; if the road was made 
upon a good principle and with those materials, I have no idea when it would be worn 
out with the traffic of that country. 

Can you, from your general knowledge, hazard an opinion, that to make the line 
of road from Girvan to Stranraer good, convenient and safe, would not cost a sum 
exceeding 20,000;. ?- 1 am quite safe in saying it would not exceed 20,000/. and 
might perhaps be done for considerably less. 

Are you aware, that large sums of money are at present in the course of beino ex- 
pended upon the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ? — I have heard so! 

. D ° S'™ c ™ slcIer that the public, especially the commercial districts of the coun- 
ties of Ayr Renfrew and Lanark, can derive the benefit of that outlay unless the line 
of road leading to Port-Patrick is improved ?— -It appears to me, that the reparation 
and makmg convenient the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, had in view 
the facilitating the communication between Scotland and Ireland, and that the expense 
of so doing will be thrown away, unless the communications by land to the harbour 
of Port-1 atrick are made convenient and safe for the agriculture, commerce and 
manufacture of the country ; the line of road by Stranraer, Girvan and Ayr to Glas- 
b ? lg ^. e S lea f communication between Ireland and the manufacturing districts 
of Scotland, is of the greatest importance to the trade and manufactures of the 
kingdom. 




Should you not consider it of great public benefit, if the road was such as to admit 
a mail-coach being established from Glasgow to Port-Patrick ? — I should think it of 
the greatest importance, because I know that the Glasgow merchants and manufac- 
turers have been very much inconvenienced in sending bills and other valuable pro- 
perty by post on horseback instead of coach, which they consider very unsafe ; and 
that they actually have been in the practice of sending valuable papers round by 
Holyhead ; and I have been credibly informed within these two days by a Glasgow 
gentleman, that they are actually in the habit of doing so now. 

Is it your opinion, that if the revenue and expenditure on the whole line of road 
irorn Glasgow to Port-Patrick could be consolidated under a Parliamentary commis- 
sion, that a system of economy, and at the same time of improved management of 
the road might be introduced ?— I am quite certain as a general principle, that con- 
solidating lines of road contributes to better management and economy ; and I am 
pai ticularly of that opinion with respect to this road, which is divided into a great 
many sub-divisions of trusts. 

. Arc: you of opinion, that such sub-division leads to unnecessary expense, and to an 
imperfect system of the application of the funds ? — If this whole line of road were 
consolidated under one set of commissioners, it would be in their power to establish 
such au efficient executive department as would insure the good management of the 
J’oad ; and they would have it in their power to direct the funds in such a manner as 
0 make the whole road equally good and efficient for the use of the public, without 
almos t P * artla ^ y ' vhich must taIie place at present, leaving many parts of the road 

From the manner in which you recollect portions of this line of road to be repaired, 
is it your opinion, that the same sums of money expended in a different manner mi®ht 
ave produced a much better road? — I have always been of that opinion, but my 
expei lence of late years has confirmed me very much in that opinion; I have seen 
tae mismanagement on the road, particularly from Glasgow to Ayr to be so great, 
iat I sincerely believe one half of the money that has been laid out upon it since 
-new it, would have made it a very excellent road, whilst with double 1 the expense 
it oas been a very bad one. 

Is it consistent with your recollection, that along the whole line from Glasgow to 
f Ort^atnck, there is abundance of fine materials? — 1 am not acquainted with a line 
m „!°- , °‘ same length which is so well off for materials as that is, where the 
terial can be so easily procured and so good. 



134 
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William Muir, Esquire, called in; and Examined. 

ARE you, from residence, well acquainted with the counties of Renfrew and Aw 
— I am. “ 

For what number of years have you taken an active share as a trustee on the hisli 
roads in the county of Renfrew?— I think since the year 1786 or 1787, which is 
nearly 37 years ago ; I began to look after them before that time particularly I was 
always one of the trustees, but I did not pay much attention myself to them. ’ 

Have you consequently occasion to be well acquainted with the principal lines of 
road in the different directions from the city of Glasgow ?— I have ; particularly in 
the county of Renfrew, and in the county of Ayr, os far as Irvine ; I have had some 
knowledge of them afterwards. 

Have you occasion to know the general lines of communication from the citv 
of Glasgow to Ayr, and from thence towards Fort-Patrick ?— I have ; but I am not 
so well acquainted with that part of the road as with the other, I only know havinv 
travelled it two or three times, that it is a very hilly and very indifferent road 
particularly the road from Girvan. ’ 

Have you an opinion as to the importance of this line of communication both to 
the internal convenience of the country through which it passes, and the commercial 
interests of Scotland and Ireland ?— I have, as far as the communication with Ireland 
js of importance to Scotland, and particularly Glasgow. 

Have you reason to believe that a large commercial intercourse takes place between 
the city of Glasgow and various parts of Ireland ?—I have reason to believe so 
though it is naturally matter of some surprise, that they have been so long doing the 
very thing which this Committee has set about just now, viz. improving that line of 
communication. ' ° 

Have you understood that a considerable expenditure has been authorized and 
is now taking place on the harbours of Port- Patrick and Donaghadee, with a view to 
improve that intercourse ? — I understand, from good authority, that those imnrove- 
ments are going on. 1 

Should you consider it important, therefore, that the communication to those 
harbours should bo rendered as safe and convenient as possible, with a view to 
derive the full bcoeht of that expenditure ?— Certainly ; if the communication to the 
harbours is not improved, the expense laid out upon them will not be so important in 
its ettects. 1 

Have you reason to believe that the communication towards Ireland as far as 
Girvan, m the county of Ayr, is a road reasonably tit for the purposes of that 
communication ?— I have. r ‘ 

Do you consider that the great difficulty to intercourse hitherto, has been between 
Girvan and Stranraer I— I should think so, so far as I am a jud«e. 

In what terms would you express yourself as to the state of the° road, so far as you 
have seen it, between Girvan and Stranraer ?-Tlie road between Girvan and 
Stlanraei is extremely hilly ; and owing to its being narrow, am! hanging above the 
sea, with a precipice below, it is dangerous in many instances ; it would require con- 
siderable improvement to be called a proper lino of communication: it is not, in its 
present state, such a road as the public would require, in as far as I recollect it; 
i have nut been there these five or six years. 

Is not the danger of travelling on that line of road such, that persons in general 
get out of thcir carriages r-I believe they do; the last time I travelled in a carriage 
I got out of the carnage and walked up and down hills. 

Should you not consider, that to travel that road by night, would be so dangerous 
as to prevent any person undertaking it? — I should think in frosty weather, where it 
is slippery ,t would be a very dangerous road, and very likely, unless there was 
great attention paid, there would be great danger in the mail coach travelling it by 

Should you consider it a public benefit if, by the improvement of this portion of 
the communication, the whole road to Port- Patrick could be rendered suitable to the 
conveyance of a mail coach from Glasgow to Port-Patrick ? — I should think it would 
be beneficial to the public. 

Should you consider that the city of Glasgow has a material interest in the safety 
and cenvemence of this line of road ?_I should think, to a certain degree, they 

mTt’J - ! ! ?- y h ° W b s t 1 £hould think a commercial place like Glasgow 

must be interested in a ready and easy access to Ireland. 

wl,irh U ¥e aware w 31 ‘, he P 0 ®*,.' 0 Ireland at present goes by the line of road to 
which you are speaking ?— I believe it does. 6 3 • 

Do 
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Do you consider, that in a military point of view, this communication is important 
to the two countries . — In as far as a good road to march upon is better than a bad 
one, I certainly do. 

And HI relation to baggage ?— Yes ; the conveyance of any sort of goods would 
be improved by the improvement of the road. 5 

Is it consistent with your knowledge that troops have, in passing from the west of 
Scotland to Ireland in general gone by this line of road ?— Yes. 

With a view to render this communication good, should you' think it desirable that 
the revenue on the whole line of road leading from Glasgow to Port Patrick should 
be consolidated with a view to the introduction of an uniform system of manave- 
ment, as to economy and imp, -oven, cnt of the road ? — I think in carrying the measSre 
into execution, that might he a desirable part of it, with sufficient attention to the 
interests that are at present involved. 

If an arrangement could be entered into, by which the debts affecting the lines of 
road could be consolidated, and paid, does it occur to you that the consolidation 
of the revenues might be effected ? — I should suppose there would be no objection 
with piopei attention to the interests of those at present concerned 

Are you of opinion, with respect to « hat is called the Gorbals Trust, near Glashow 
that if a transaction were carried into effect, by which a proportion of the debt 
affecting that trust should be paid, a proportional part of the revenue of that trust 
might be obtained for the general purposes of the line of communication? — I should 
think so. 

Should you think it likely that the trustees on that trust would be disposed to 
negociate with the public for an arrangement on the principle of haviinl a lam; 
proportion of their debt paid up, and delivering over to the public a proportional 
share ot that revenue.'— As one of them, I should think they would; I am speak- 
ing without any communication with the others. * 1 

Are you to be understood to stale, that you consider such an arrangement would 
be consistent with the existing rights of parties, and tending probably°to the future 
public benefit' Such an arrangement could not be made without attention to the 
existmg rights of parties; I do not suppose it would be attempted without pro- 
viding for that. I think it would be attended with public benefit. 

With a view ot obtaining the largest amount of revenue upon the plan of conso- 
lidation should you think it desirable that the revenues of the three lines of road 
from Glasgow to Ayr should be consolidated?— In following out the plan now in 
contemplation, 1 should think it would. 

Do you consider that such consolidation would facilitate the general object in 
view, by removing a rivalship which might otherwise subsist between the different 
lines of road, and by allowing the whole revenue to be carried to one common 
fund? — I think it would. 

Is it your opinion, that if the whole line of communication was improved and 
rendered complete to Port-Patrick, the general revenues on the whole line mi«ht 
increase. — To a certain degree I should think they would, as rendering the commu- 
nication by the improved line to Ireland more frequent. 



William Muir, 
■Esq. 

(5 May.) 



Archibald Campbell, Esquire, m. i 

} Oil, Sir, represent the city of Glasgow? — Yes. 
Have y — : • • 



Examined. 



. occasion to know, that ;.:i important commercial intercourse exists be- Archibald Campbell, 

n Glasgow and the surrounding country and Ireland ? — I have occasion to know 
jat an improvement between Glasgow and Port-Patrick is considered by the trade 
o .hat city as an object of the highest importance; and that with a view to effect 
suci improvement, I, in conjunction with several other members of the House of 
rh° m f n ° n f Y < i 0nnccl:ei * l * ie ” est Scotland, did at the solicitations of the mer- 
c ants of Glasgow, make an application to the late Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
playing that a survey of the road from Glasgow to Port-Patrick might be made at 
ie expense of government, with a view to effect an object so desirable, 
lave you occasion to know, that the government has authorized a considerable 
expense on the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee? — I know there is such 
a grant. ° 

ni^° consider that the public can derive a full benefit from that expenditure, 

... ess - e communication from Glasgow to Port-Patrick be rendered safe and con- 
venient throughout ?— Certainly not. ■ ; 

gg ave y°h .occasion to know, that the communication by post is at present precarious 
C and 



486 . 
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Archibald Campbell, and uncertain in that liner — I have so much so, that it consists with my own know 
ledge, that letters are frequently sent round by Holyhead from the uncertainty of the 
communication with the usual channel. J 

Do you consider that such a state of intercourse is injurious to the commerce of the 
city of Glasgow ? — I do. 

Do you therefore consider, that the establishment of a mail-coach from Glasgow to 
Port-Patrick, would be a public benefit ? — I do ; a very great public benefit. & 

Is it your opinion, that the intercourse with Ireland by steam at all supersedes the 
importance of that object? — I do in some measure conceive it does, but not to any 
great extent. * 

Do you consider, that without a communication by land to Port-Patrick, that it is 
possible to depend upon any certain intercourse at all seasons of the year ? — I do not. 

Henry Monteith , Esquire, m. p. ; Examined. 

DO you consider, that the communication from Glasgow to Port-Patrick is of 
, importance to the city of Glasgow, in its commercial intercourse with Ireland?— 
I certainly do think so ; and a number of merchants of Glasgow thought so sometime 
ago, for either last year or the year before, I presented more than one memorial to 
the Lords of the Treasury upon the subject, particularly pending the survey for 
a new road. * j t 

Are you aware, that at present considerable inconvenience is experienced from the 
state of that communication being very imperfect? — I have always understood so'- 
I have travelled the road myself, and 1 do think it is in some parts very dangerous. * 
Have you known that any want of confidence in the safety of the conveyance of the 
.post, was felt in Glasgow from the state of that road?— I am not sure that ever 
I heard it expressed that there was a regular want of confidence ; but knowing the road 
as I do, all the persons that have the same knowledge cannot entertain perfect con- 
fidence in the regular transmission of the mail by it. 

Should you therefore consider it as a public benefit, if this communication could 
be rendered satisfactory ? — I think it would be of very great public benefit both to 
Glasgow and their correspondents in Ireland. 

Are you aware, that a mail-coach travels upon no part of the road from Glasgow 
to Port-Patrick r I believe it does not now ; the mail-coach did travel formerly as 
far as Ayr, but whether it does so now or not I do not know ; I rather think not. 

Is it your opinion, that it would be desirable that a mail-coach should travel to 
Port-Patrick r— I do think so. 

Should you consider, that the outlay which has been authorized by His Maiestys 
government upon the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, can afford all the 
advantages of which it is capable, if this road is not improved? — Certainly not all 
the advantages which might be derived from these improvements. 

. P° you consider, that such outlay can be of much service to the city of Glasgow 
Without such improvement ?-I really think it cannot be of any service at all without 
this improvement; but I wouldsay, independently of every other consideration, although 
there was no harbour there, the present line of road is the worst ever constructed, 
and this improvement would be desirable for the common intercourse between one 
part or Scotland and another. 



(9 May.) 



J. Buchanan, Esquire, m.p. called in ; and Examined. 

LOU, Sir, represent the county of Dumbartonshire, in Parliament? — I c]o. 
_Have you occasion to be acquainted with the commercial interest of the city of 
Lrlasgow ? In general I have; my connections are in Glasgow. 

t, am Pi y0U 0CCa ??u t0 know * hat important commercial" intercourse subsists be- 
tween Glasgow and the surrounding country, and Ireland '-—Certainly 

Have you occasion to know that the merchants of Glasgow are dissatisfied with 
the present commumcat, on with Port-Patrick ?_ Yes, I hare heard it so expressed, 
and I believe that an application has been made for letters to be sent to Belfast by 
steam-bDats, in consequence of the badness of the road to Port-Patrick. 

Have you occasion to know that the present communication by post in that line of 
f a, ! d P re car,aus ? I have heard it ; partly on that account, and 
head 4 Th? °i f ? beln ? d - earer by S° in S tlmt from Dublin to Holy- 

Shm.fd “a f communication by <P ostgoes from Glasgow by Holyhead, 

bhouid you consider, therefore, that an improvement of the road by which a mail 

coach 
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coach could be established between Glasgow and Port-Patrick, would be a oreat 
advantage to the city of Glasgow, and a public benefit to the country ?—I certainlv 
should. J 

Should you not consider it of great benefit to the countv of Wioton, to have an 
easy and safe communication with the commercial interest of Glasgow ?— I cer 
tainly do; I understand that there is a considerable quantity of cotton yarn sent 
into that district of the country, to be wove into cotton cloth, which is sent and 
returned in carts, to which the present state of the road is a great obstruction. 



/s'- j 

So/ 

J . Buchanan , 




(9 May.) 



Isaac Stewart Esq. called in; and Examined. 

DO you reside in Dublin? — Yes. 

Are you engaged in trade there?— Yes. 

Have you occasion to know any thing respecting the commercial intercourse be- 
tween Ireland and Scotland ? — Yes, I have. 

Do you consider it important to that intercourse that the road between Glas- 
gow and Port-Patrick should he safe and convenient at all seasons of the year?-— 
I do. J 

Are you aware that great inconveniences arise from the course of post in that 
direction, being precarious and uncertain ?— Yes, I am. I have been for years back 
extensively concerned in the trade between Dublin and Glasgow, particularly in the 
corn trade; I have been a large shipper of com from Dublin to Glasgow, and 
1 have, therefore, a great number of correspondents in different parts of Scotland 
as many as from 40 to 50, and latterly I have established a house at Waterford in 
which I am concerned, therefore I have a considerable interest in the communication 
between Ireland and Scotland ; the course of post at present between Dublin and 
Glasgow is three days, even if regular, but it lias frequently occurred that there have 
been eight mails due between the two cities. The reason of that, however arises 
from the circumstance of the packets at Port-Patrick not being able to make the 
passage m consequence of strong westerly winds blowing into the port. 

Are you aware that the government have authorized an expenditure on the har- 
bours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee? — Yes, I have been so informed. 

Do you consider that the public can derive the full benefit of that expenditure 
unless the road leading to Port-Patrick is rendered safe and convenient? — I do con- 
ceive it cannot. 

Do you consider that if the harbours and road were improved, that the establish- 
ment of a steam-packet in the passage, would he advantageous? — I do; the course 
of post, in that event, would be 33 hours, or less, from Dublin to Glasgow, instead 
of 72 hours, as it is at present, with all the uncertainty which at present attaches to 
the intercourse. But I consider a further measure would be necessary in respect to 
tile rate of postage, in order to render such an alteration available to the public ; 
namely, to equalize the postage between Dublin and Glasgow by that particular 
road, the postage between Dublin and Glasgow by Holyhead; for instance, a single 
letter from Dublin to Glasgow, by Port-Patrick, is one shilling and eleven-pence 
nalfpenny, and the postage from Glasgow to Dublin, by Holyhead, is one shilling 
and five- pence. ° 

Should you consider that the improvement of the road, so as to admit of the 
establishment of a mail coach from Glasgow to Port-Patrick, would be a public 
benefit?— I do. ^ 

You; are aware that great convenience is derived to the two countries from the 
I establishment of steam packets between Scotland and Ireland? — Yes, I am; and 
that great benefit is derived to the trading community in such intercourse between 
Scotland and Ireland. 

Do you think that the establishment of steam packets from Glasgow to Ireland, 
at all supersedes the necessity of the intercourse by land to Port-Patrick, being 
tendered as convenient and certain as possible ? — I do not. 

. Is not the line of road from Dublin to Belfast, and from thence to Donaghadee, 
a very perfect communication? — It is very perfect. 

• Does not that- circumstance render it the more desirable, that the arrangements at 
Donaghadee to Port-Patrick, and the road from thence to Glasgow, should be 
made as convenient as possible ? — Yes. 

Would not the intercourse with the whole of Ireland be thereby essentially pro- 
moted ?— It VVOUld. C 2 
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James M‘Call, 




(9 May.) 



James M'Calt, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

YOU reside in Dublin? — I do. 

: Are you engaged in trade? — I am. 

• In what branch? — As a general commission merchant, and a distillery. 

Have you considerable intercourse with Scotland, in the course of your business? 

I have not had so much as I used to do. 

Have you, from your former and present knowledge of commercial intercourse 
between Scotland and Ireland, formed any opinion as to the importance of the line 
of road between Glasgow and Port-Patrick ?— I think it is a great object both to 
Scotland and Ireland, that there should be a good communication between the two 
countries in that line. 

Do you recollect the state of the road between Port-Patrick and the county of 
Ayr? — I do ; I travelled on it in this summer twelvemonth, it was very bad. 

Do you consider it a great obstruction to the intercourse, and dangerous in 
travelling? — It is, certainly. 

. Have you occasion to know that the course of post in that line of road is uncertain 
and precarious ? — Very uncertain; so much so, that latterly I have got all my letters 
by Liverpool and Holyhead. 

Are you of opinion, that an improvement in that road, by which a mail-coach 
could be established between Glasgow and Port-Patrick, would be a public benefit? 
— Yes, I think it would. 

Do you know if the government have authorized an expenditure for the improve- 
ment ot the harbour of Port-Patrick and Donagadee? — I do. 

, Do you consider, that the full benefit of that expenditure can be derived for the 
public, without the road to Port-Patrick being improved ? — Certainly not. 

Do you consider, that if the improvements upon the harbour are completed, and 
if an improvement of this road shall also be executed, that you would cease to 
direct your letters to be sent by Liverpool and Holyhead?— I should answer that thus 
if regular steam packets from Port-Patrick to Donagbadee were established, and if the 
postage was reduced, so as not to exceed the postage by the way of Liverpool and 
Holyhead, I should order my letters to be sent by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee. 

I hen you would consider it an improvement, that steam packets should' be esta- 
blished between Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, to secure a regular intercourse ?— 
Yes, I do. 

If the road and harbours were improved and steam packets were established, is it 
your opinion that the course of postage between Glasgow and Dublin would be 
more speedy by Port- Parti ck than by Holyhead?— I do, provided it were well 
regulated. 



Is it not of importance that tile intercourse should be as speedy as possible ?— Yes 
I think it is. J 1 ’ 

Are you of opinion that the present uncertainty of intercourse, tends to diminish 
the commercial arrangements which would take place between Ireland and Scotland? 
^ 1 think it does, to a certain extent. 

Do you believe that orders have been sent to Liverpool, which would otherwise 
have been sent to Scotland ^-Previous to the period at which we have got our letters 
sent by Holyhead and Liverpool. 

i«I?, U . COn K id u * erefore ’ a?* i* » {ot the interest of Glasgow, that a facility of in- 
tercourse should be promoted by all means ? — I do, certainly ; the comparative high 

of Scotland c011sl ^ er ve 7 ln J unous t0 the h ade of of Ireland, and consequently to that 



Robert Haig, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

WHERE do you live? — In Dublin. 

Are you engaged in trade in the city of Dublin ?— I am. 

^Haveyou occasion to know the state of commercial intercourse between Ireland 
h r h u"? ' 1 k ” 01v vel 7 ll “ le of it. I get letters from time to time from Ediri- 

in l«s^han C Lrd”y S he C ° U ‘’ Se ° f P ° St “ ab ° Ut f0Ur days ; 1 never S ct them 1 tllinl1 

Pat!iT.o°ri DCCaSi0 a n *? u n0W aUy ‘ h “S respecting the state of the road from Port- 
Patrick to Glasgow?— I have travelled the road frequently, but not lately I have 

fhe roMl IrC At! 3 ° T 113 ’ ^ the la8t Seven or years I have not travelled 

travelled lid ? S T te !? ast f ls * ve .7 m °“»teinous road j though I have not 
tidvelled it lately I recollect the road quite well. ' 

From 
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From jour recollection of the state of that road, are jou of opinion that it is an 
obstruction to the intercourse between Scotland and Ireland ?-Certainlv it is a 
great interruption. s *veiy 

ve^t“/3^^^ benefit " " «* an d con- 

Can you state to the Committee any thing of the present inconvenience as to the 
course of post upon that road?-No, ,t is notin my power; but I thought of apply! 
mg to Sir Edward Lees, secretary to the post-office of Ireland, as I thought therost 
could go in mud. less tune than it does ; the length of time it takes appeared to me 
ridiculous The usual course at present to go to Scotland is this ; persons leaviW 
Dublin take the coach the morning and reach Belfast at night. I believe abouf 
seven or eight o clock they remain there for the night; on thenext morning dieyge 
t ie steam boat which takes them to Glasgow, and which arrives tl, ere in less than one 
day, 20 hours I think. c 

fprp!, f ! P t i " i0 ", tl n t ,h f e eStab . liah T nt of steam boats betw “ Donaghadee 
and Port-PatilcL would be of material advantage ?— Certainly, a very great advan- 
tage, as lie passage might be performed during the day, I believe in about three 
hours, which in winter, I conceive, would be of most material consequence to the 
intercourse between the two countries. 

If the harbours of Donaghadee aud Port Patrick were improved, should vou 
consider that the public would have the full benefit of such improvement, unless 
the road from 1 ort-1 atnek towards Glasgow was also improved ?— Certainly not 
It would be a very great public advantage to have a good road from Port-Patrick to 
Glasgow. 

Mr. John Jamieson , called in ; and Examined. 

DO you reside in Dublin? — I do. 

In what busiuess are you engaged ? — In a distillery. 

Have you occasion to know that an important commercial intercourse exists 
between Scotland and Ireland, by the way of Port Patrick and Donaghadee?— 
1 have. ° 

Should you consider it as important for that intercourse, that the whole line of 
road leading from Glasgow to Port Patrick should be such as to admit of safe and 
convenient travelling at all seasons of the year, so that the post might be carried with 
perfect safety and regularity ?— I certainly think it would facilitate the communi- 
cation between the two countries, and thereby promote the interest of all those 
concerned in the trade between the two countries. 

Have you ever had occasion to hear if the intercourse by post on that line of 
communication is precarious and uncertain ?— I know that it was so much so this last 
year, that letters from Scotland were desired to be sent round by Liverpool and 
Holyhead ; hut I do not know whether it was owing to the state of the road or to 
the passage across. 






Robert Haig, 
Esq. 

(9 May.) 



Sir Robert Shazv, m. p. called in ; and Examined. 

Sir Robert, you represent the city of Dublin ? — I do. 

Are you aware oi a commercial intercourse existing between Ireland and Scotland 
by the way of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee? — A very great one. 

Have you ever happened to hear, that the state of the road from Port-Patrick 
towards Glasgow was inconvenient and dangerous ? — I have heard so. 

Should you consider therefore, that an improvement of the road by which that 
intercourse could be rendered easy and convenient at all seasons, would be 
a material advantage to the two countries? — Certainly, it would be very materially 
advantageous. 

Do you recollect having yourself travelled on that road ? — I do. 

Did you experience any inconvenience ?: — I did, the hills were so very great that 
I found it almost impossible to get over them. I travelled with my own horses, and 
I found great difficulty indeed in some of the hills. 

Are you aware that government has authorized a considerable expenditure on the 
harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ? — Yes, I have, by the returns before the 
■House. 

Do you consider that the full benefit of such out-lay can be secured to the public 
unless the road towards Glasgow be improved ?— I certainly think not. 

Do y°u think that the establishment of steam packets between Scotland and 
C 3 Ireland 



(12 May.) 
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G. II. Freding, 
Esq. 

(16 June.) 
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Ireland renders an improvement of this road of little public importance ?— Bv no 
' ™ ean . s s as 1 conceive in winter it is very important to have this road passable for 
that is a season in which very few would like to venture in the steam boats. ’ 
Should you therefore consider it a public benefit, if this road could be rendered 
such as to admit of the establishment of a mail-coach from Glasgow to Port 
Patrick ? It would materially benefit the intercourse between the two°countries. 

Should you think it of importance in connection with such improvement that 
steam boats should be established between Port-Patrick and Donaidiadee No 
aoubt it would be a very material advantage; we have found the benefit so areat in 
the establishment of them at the Holyhead station. It makes the passage almost 
certain ; and in so short a passage, as between Port-Patrick and Donaghadee there 
would scarcely be a possibility of disappointment at any time. I have been detained 
in the harbour of Port-Patrick for nearly a day, with a favourable wind— with a wind 
which could have made the passage, if we could have got out of the harbour • this 
could not occur with a steam packet, as she could at any time have worked out. 

George Henry Frecling, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

yo . u bad oacaslo “ to know the manner in which the mail is conveyed 
between Scotland and Ireland at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ?— Yes bv four 
sailing cutters, under a contract with the company at Donaghadee. " 

„.*??■ f ou a0 " sid f that , the P ublic Interest is sufficiently provided for by that 
establishment for the regular conveyance of the post ?— We have found the Jdvan- 

Cafaif that an r P h Ck fl S S ° declded , bet ' veen Holyhead and Howth, and Dover and 
Calais, that I should say, on a short passage like that between Port-Patrick and 

thisTsSeelinV'Ttb be ad '' 15ab,e ’ if Practicable, to establish steam packets ; and 
tms is the feeling of the postmaster general. 1 

hcJo™ ri! nSlti X’ there,ore > that the present system of sailing packets is less advan- 

. ar^capalfie^f recefvfog 1 the S °" Stati °" ? - Pr0vided «“ Harbours 

whS“7° U M t?te t0 ‘i he 7' nmittee the number of days, in the course of a year in 
which the sailing packets have been unable to make a passage P-I am not In no " 
sess on of the precise facts having been absent in the country; that was part of 
it in tfo™ “ m,ended haVe ° btahled ’ but il was ^ PowerPC get 

mitef hv°“th!. e Hw g °° d l* I 00 ? 7 a paper vvhieh has been referred to this Com- 
f r by the House which had been transmitted by the Commissioners of the 
6 f 16 treasury ? [The papl 

■ ,au, -]—U appears from this paper, that in the course of the last vear there 
"rTd ay f ,n Whicb , tl,e P r . esent packets could not make a S and 
tofwemy-five. 6 ^tion was about eight hours, varying from two and a Quarter 

th^n^^ s t^te d r tand ' is twnty -° ne 

„ Is 11 y° ur epimon, that if steam packets were established, the averane neriod of the 

LSsTotstl rf de r b X Sh T n A d ’ -r d that i[ -uir„TvaTbetw an 

and r,fl ; f , 1 at ° f time 1— Decidedly so; the passage between Dover 

tin atfour b y o„ b r e s ‘t? at ^ and 1 “ ‘ ba avem^ tie may^ 
tides ?T V ! must be recollected that they have to wait the 

a part of the venr If! w larb ° U '' 5 , W blch t,me was “eluded in the returns for 
£s! hat ^ “ -y the average 

tlierevmld^eTl^rafpIva 0 * 1 extiem ~ [ en S tbs passage would be avoided, and that 
think that steam nacl t passage of the length which occasionally occurs ? — I should 
llfol wodd P , o, , C0Uldne r make a passa S e of aoch extreme length; of 
any time In which th™ “fj ' Vlen 11 "' as l,n P rad ™t ; but I should think that at 
the outside • for if I n? lT°t d F° S , ea ’ tllat twelve or thirteen hours would be 
to Calais is ffine’hLre 18 ’ ‘ ^ lonseSt paSSage we have ™ ada from Dover 

Tslvo? “s'- V 7 particular oiroarastances l- A contrary gale of wind. 

less than be r tweenDol * e ™rag a la «gth °f the passage might be in all probability 

the tides- and tor ih % ,i r I abould thiQk f'ora the circumstance of 
naes , and there would probably be a different class of vessels to what they have 

t»fc 
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at Dover; we have found that at Dover the vessels are rather too large for the 
power of their machinery. 

What is your opinion as to the probable number of days, throughout the year, in 
which steam packets would not be able to effect a passage ?— That is entirely 
matter of opinion ; but I should say in round numbers about twenty. 

Consequently there would be a diminution in the number of days in which a pas- 
sage could not be effected, in all probability from ninety-seven to twenty ?— -I think 
we found at Holyhead that there were only eighteen days in the year on which the 
packets could not go to sea, and on those days the weather was such that a frigate 
would scarcely have put to sea. 

Were these seventeen days last year? — I think for the year ended July 1822, 

Do you think that the departure of the mails from Ireland and Scotland respectively 
might be so arranged that a day passage for the steam vessels might always be 
obtained ? — I should think so, and it would be a great object to us to have a day 
passage in every point of view. 

Do you apprehend that the mails are at present so arranged, that if steam packets 
were upon the station they would set sail early in the day ? — From Port-Patrick the 
passage would be by day, and, according to what I believe to be the departure of the 
packets from Donaghadee, for the greatest part of the year it would, according to the 
present arrangement, be by day-light ; but in the event of the establishment of steam 
boats, the Post Office would naturally make arrangements, depending upon the 
average length of passage. 

Would not such arrangement upon the passage tend very much to prevent the 
uncertainty and delays which at present take place in the arrival of the Irish mail? 
— Certainly. 

Have not great advantages been derived from the establishment of steam packets 
at Holyhead ? — Very great indeed. 

Be so good as to state to the Committee the benefits which have arisen at Holyhead 
from the system of steam packets, as compared with the system of sailing packets 
formerly in use ? — I will not venture to give an answer with any degree of accuracy, 
hut I think I am correct in stating, that more than 3-4ths of the number of mads 
which were formerly detained are now delivered in course. 

Do you apprehend that the same comparative benefits would arise upon the 
Port-Patrick and Donaghadee station? — Yes, provided the harbours were equally 
good. . 

Have you occasion to know that the Irish mails are at present very frequently due, 
and that the post is obliged to depart without them ? — Yes. 

Would not the certainty of the arrival of the mail enable the Post Office to make 
arrangements extremely convenient for local purposes in Scotland and Ireland? 
— I should conceive, certainly. 

Would not the intercourse between the north of Ireland and London be consider- 
ably expedited by the establishment of steam packets? — Very much. 

Have you had occasion to see the memorial which has been transmitted to the 
Post Office and the Treasury, on the subject of the harbours of Donaghadee and 
Port-Patrick? — Yes, I have; and it appears from the report of the engineer, that 
although Donaghadee is fit for the reception of steam packets at all times of the tide, 
at Port-Patrick, during four hours of each tide, the steam packets could not lie 
afloat ; from the experience we have had at Dover, although those vessels are as 
strong as they possibly could be built, it must always be very prejudicial to the 
vessel, with a great weight of machinery, to take the ground at all, and they could 
not be built with such good qualities for speed if they are built for the purpose of 
taking the ground. 

Be so good as to refer to the statement transmitted to the Treasury on the 1 2th of 
May, and to the report of the resident engineer at Port-Patrick, dated the gth of 
May 1820? — [ 7 ? was handed to the witness, who read the same.] — The engineer 
states, that the packet would be in no danger at any time in the harbour of Port- 
Patrick, except perhaps a little during very high gales of wind from the south and 
south-west, provided the vessel was properly constructed for taking the ground. 

Are you of opinion that it would not be expedient to establish steam packets on the 
statement which is submitted by the resident engineer? — Upon adverting to the 
former opinions given by the engineer at Port-Patrick, and also the engineer at 
Donaghadee, who seems thoroughly acquainted with Port-Patrick harbour, I should 
have great doubts whether it would be found practicable at present. 

Do you consider that the circumstance upon which you founded that opinion, is 
C 4 the 
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the impossibility of the vessel being afloat at all times ? — Principally, that she could 
not run to the harbour at all times of the tide, which it would be very advisable that 
she should do in that passage, and the injury that the vessel must sustain with all 
that weight of machinery in taking the ground. 

Could there be any difficulty in having as efficient steam boats at Port-Patrick as 
they have at Dover? — None whatever, as far as regards the vessels themselves ; but 
the harbour of Port-Patrick is not so good as the harbour at Dover, although there 
they are aground, and are frequently subject to accidents from that very circumstance- 
at Dover the packets take the mails four days a week only, and we have two • at 
Port-Patrick they would have to go every day in the week, and it was only proposed 
that there should be one. 

You have seen Mr. Hull’s letter relative to the ships being laid up at Donaffiiadee- 
could not an arrangement be made some how or other to have the Irish mail brought 
over, and for the steam packet to lie off till the Scotch mail was put on board, and 
then to return to Donaghadee ? — I fear it would be quite impracticable ; the mail 
from Port-Patrick being the first mail to be dispatched by the steam packet, which 
would return with the mail from Donaghadee ; if she lay at Donaghadee, she must 
have to make her first passage over, in the morning, to Port-Patrick to take the mail 
and return with it to Donaghadee, then return with the Donaghadee mail, in the 
afternoon, to Port-Patrick, and back again to Donaghadee ; it could not be done • 
if the mails could be reversed it would do very well, but not without that. 

Do you consider that the importance of the passage at Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee to the Post Office is much impaired by the recent experiment of sendimv 
the ship letter bags from Glasgow to Belfast? — I should think not; by an account 
of two months it appears, that only 859 letters were sent between Glasgow and 
Greenock and Belfast by those vessels, the postage of which is 14/. 4 s. which seems 
to prove that the merchants do not avail themselves of that irregular mode of 
communication. 



Is the Committee to understand, therefore, that the Post Office consider the 
ancient line of communication as that upon which the public must permanently 
depend for that communication?- -I believe it will be found that respectable mer- 
chants will always prefer what is termed the regular course of post. 

Is it your opinion, therefore, that the improvement of the road towards Port- 
Patrick from Glasgow is important for the transmission of the mail?— I can only 
answer that generally, that the better the roads are the faster the mails will travel. 

Do you not find, that from the increased expedition in the despatch of letters 
from London to the north of Ireland, by Dublin, that almost all letters go that way 
.instead of by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ?— More letters go now, I believe, by 
Dublin for the north of Ireland than used to go previous to the introduction of 
steam packets at Holyhead. 

Do you know the difference in the time of arrival ; for instance, a letter despatched 
from London by Donaghadee to Dublin, and the same letter despatched by Port- 
Patrick; what difference would there be in point of time? — A letter from London, 
on the Monday night, would get to Dublin on Wednesday afternoon ; despatched 
from Dublin on Wednesday night, would arrive at Belfast, I believe, at eleven 
0 clock on Thursday morning; then, by way of Port-Patrick, a letter on the 
Monday night woplrl get to Port-Patrick at six o’clock on Thursday morning. 

If. you had a steam packet, on its arrival at Port- Patrick, it would get sooner 
to Donaghadee ?— It would be the shortest and the quickest. 

Are you aware that it lias been the practice occasionally, at Glasgow, to send 
Irish letters by Manchester and Holyhead ?— Yes, I believe so. 

Does that arise from uncertainty, or some want of confidence in the conveyance 
by Port -1 atnck and Donaghadee r — I should sup'pose it arises from the uncertainty 
of the present mode of conveyance between Port-Patrick and Donaghadee. 

Is it your opinion consequently, that if circumstances admitted of the establish- 
ment of steam packets, that that confidence would be completely restored to that 
intercourse? — Certainly. J 

Is it your opinion that the establishment of steam packets there now depends 
entirely on their being afloat at all times at Port-Patrick ?— Perhaps not so pre- 
cisely their being afloat at all times ; it depends upon the state of the harbour; the 
postmaster general has been desirous of establishing steam packets there, were 
the harbour in a fit state to receive them. 

You before stated the objection to the establishment of steam packets now to be, 
mat at 1 ort-i atnck the vessel must take the ground ; do you conceive, that as soon 

as 
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as the harbour of Port-Pi, trick admits of a steam packet being afloat at all times^ 
that it will be the opinion of the postmaster general that it is then fit to establish 
that system . I think the postmaster general would certainly attempt it at that 
time ; it will depend a good deal upon tile protection of the harbour which the 
engineers say, is very much exposed to south-west winds. 

Do you apprehend that when the works at present in progress are completed 
sufficient protection will be given to the harbour?— Not having seen the harbour’ 
I am not able to give an opinion; but I should think, if they lie afloat they would 
be as well protected as the sailing vessels would be. ’ J 

What measures have been taken by the postmaster general with a view to as 
certain the state of the harbours, and the probable practicability of establishing steam 
packets, and the class of vessels that would be suitable to that station ?— There !• 
a vessel, called The Ivanhoe, now employed temporarily on the Holyhead station" 
during the time the regular packets are refitting; and I believe the postmaster 
general has it m contemplation, as soon as those regular vessels are fit for service 
to send the Ivanhoe to make the attempt at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee- and bv' 
that means he will be enabled to ascertain the state of the harbour and the class 
of vessels that are best adapted for the passage. 

Can you state to the Committee, at what time it is probable that the postmaster 
general may have it in Ins power to make this experiment ? — It depends entirely on 
the length of tune the refitting the regular packets will take; in the course of the 
present autumn, I conceive, there can be no doubt that the trial will be made. 

Are you enabled to state to the Committee, that if, upon examination, the harbours 
were found to be fit for the reception of steam packets, the postmaster general would 
take measures for their establishment? — The postmaster general is so sensible of 
the importance of the northern communication with Ireland, that I believe I am 
justified in sayi ng, he would immediately take measures for introducing steam packets' 
if he was satisfied that the harbour was perfectly ready for their reception. 

Do you think that the intercourse between the -two countries would be promoted 
by steam packets in such a way as to make the returns considerable?— I should 
hope that the establishment of steam packets would induce so many people to go 
by that passage, who are now deterred by the uncertainty of sailing vessels, that the 
packets might pay their own expenses, or in any event not exceed the sum at present 
paid for hiring the sailing vessels. 

Do you not think that travellers, who now go by another way, would be inclined 
to make a passage at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, in consequence of its being the 
shortest sea passage between Ireland and Great Britain ? — We have reason to believe 
this to be the case; in the instance of Holyhead, many people take the longer land 
journey merely on account of the sea passage beiug so much shorter; and con- 
sequently prefer the route of Holyhead to that of Liverpool. 




(16 JuneJ 



James Gordon, Esquire, called in; and Examined. 

ARE you aware that it has been considered desirable that steam packets should be 
established between Donaghadee and Port-Patrick?— It has long been the wish of 
the people of the counties with which I am connected, to have steam packets 
established from Donaghadee to Port-Patrick. 

Is it your opinion, that there would be a great increase of travelling by that pas- 
sage if they were so established?— Certainly; previously to the establishment of 
steam packets from Dublin to Holyhead the intercourse between Ireland and Lon- 
don was much more common by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee than it now is: in 
former years there used to be two sets of inns at each of the stages on the road 
•rom Port-Patrick, by Carlisle to London; lately there has only been one set of 
kins, and the number of travellers has decreased considerably^ owing to the regular 
passage from Holyhead to Dublin, by which persons travelling even to Belfast can 
arrive there more. certainly in a shorter period of time than they can by Port-Patrick 
and Donaghadee. 

. I. 3 ^ your opinion, that if the passage by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee had 
similar advantages to what now exist at Holyhead, that persons would again resort 
10 this passage as being the shortest between Ireland and Great Britain? — I. have 
not the least doubt of it; the passage being by much the shortest, persons who are 
unwilling to take a long sea passage would most certainly prefer the one between 

Port-Patrick and Donaghadee. 

Should you not anticipate, as a necessary consequence, that the revenue of the 
486. 1) roads 
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James Gordon , roads in both directions from Port-Patrick into Scotland would be considerably in- 
^ j creased? — I have no doubt of it: I should think at least a third, and, perhaps, 
' J considerabl y more. I should also conceive that it would be of very considerable 

U une.) advantage to the funds of the road between Port-Patrick and Glasgow, as persons 
who now go in steam packets between Belfast and Glasgow, and who are un- 
willing to take so long a sea passage, would prefer going between Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee. 

Have you had occasion to know the road between Port-Patrick and Ayr?— 
I have; I know it well. 

Is there not a part of it extremely impracticable and dangerous? — Very dangerous 
and very hilly, and certainly not adapted for either mail coaches or carriages to run 
with that safety and expedition wtiich is now so much attended to. 

Should you not consider it a matter of great public benefit, if this portion of the 
road could be rendered equally good with the remainder? — I think it is one of the 
roads in that part of Scotland which requires the greatest alteration and improvement 
that I know, and I have no doubt it may be made an exceedingly good line of 
road, so as to shorten the communication between Glasgow and Port-Patrick in 
point of time one-third. 



Sir David Hunter Blair , Baronet, Examined. 

Sir D. H. Blair, HAVE you occasion to know the road from Ayrshire towards Port-Patrick? — Yes. 

^ , Will you state to the Committee the nature of the road from Girvan towards 
Stranraer? — The line is of the worst possible description ; very steep and dange- 
rous in many places. 

Should you conceive that the improvement of that communication would be an 
important public benefit? — I conceive it would be a very great public benefit, as 
opening the only communication between the whole west and north of Scotland and 
Ireland. 

Should you conceive, that if the line of road were made throughout safe and 
convenient, that the intercourse upon that line of communication would considerably 
increase? — To a very great degree, certainly. 

Are you of opinion, consequently, that the revenue on the road would also re- 
ceive a corresponding increase? — I have no doubt of it. 

Should you conceive that the improvement of that communication would be gene- 
rally as well as locally beneficial to Scotland ?-— Certainly it would, both to the 
district through which the road passes, as well as the very populous districts all 
round Glasgow to the north and the whole of the north of Ireland. 

Should you consider it an advantageous arrangement that the revenue and ex- 
penditure upon the line of road from Glasgow to Port-Patrick should be consolidated 
so as to introduce a system of efficient management and economy? — I certainly 
think it is the only practicable way, and one principal way of effecting this great 
improvement; of course, attention being paid to all existing rights and interests. 

If the Committee should be of opinion that an arrangement of that kind were 
practicable, should you think it likely that the parties locally interested would be 
willing to accede to such an arrangement, due regard being had to existing public 
and private rights? Yes, I should hope that feeling would be general: I am not 
prepared to say exactly how far; but, from a petition to that effect being lately 
unanimously signed at a county meeting in Ayrshire, at which I was present,' I have 
little doubt of the feeling in that county. 

Can you state to the Committee what has been the diminution in the number of 
travellers on that line since steam packets have been established in . the different 
communications between Ireland and Great Britain? — To a very great degree 
between Ayr and Port-Patrick, as I understand the coaches are now given up, 
which used formerly to run, and at several of the stages there are now no post 
horses kept. 

Should you consider it probable, that if steam packets were established at Port- 
Patrick, and the road improved between Port-Patrick and Ayr, that the intercourse 
by that line would return ? — I have no doubt that it would both return and 
increase. 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, N“ 1. 

A STATEMENT of tile Debt of the whole Gorbals and Kilbride Trust, specifying each Item 

date of its Constitution, and Interest thereupon. ' ’ 

The whole interests upon the different bonds and bills doe by the trust have been! £ ' *' “ 

patd up, or brought to the credit of the respective holders, so that the gross debt Ido „„ , 8 

of the trust amounted at May 1823, to - - _ . 6 • j 7 ° ; 



Appendix, N® 



The accounts show the various creditors to whom this debt belongs their names 8n d n . 
item due to each. The dates of the existing bonds do not show thl dates of the origina conTtkut o°n 
or contraction of the debt, owing to the creditors having been frequently changed, 2 C0nstltutl0n 

The following is a view of the progressive increase of the debt, or periods at which the same 
appears from the accounts to have gradually ariseu, or been originally constituted : 



>79i 


- 


- 


. 


debt 




. 




. 


1792 


- 


- 


additional debt 


. 


_ 


. 


*793 


- 


- 


- 


d° 




. 


. 




179+ 


- 


- 


- 


d® 




. 


_ 




1795 


- 


- 


% 


d® 




_ 






1796 


- 


- 




d® 




. 






>797 


- 


- 




d® 




_ 






>798 


- 


- 




d® 




. 






>799 


- 


- 




d® 










1800 


- 


. 




d“ 




_ 






1801 


- 


. 




d® 




_ 






1802 


- 


- 




d* 




. 






1805 


- 


- 




d® 




. 






1807 


- 


- 




d® 




. 






1808 


- 


- 




d® 




•i 






1809 


- 


- 




d" 




. 






1810 


- 


- 




d° 










1811 


- 


- 




d" 




. 






1812 


- 


- 


- 


d® 




- 






1813 


- 


- 




d® 




. 






1817 


- 


- 




d“ 




. 






1819 


- 


- 




d® 










1821 


- 


- 




. .d® 










1822 


- 


- 




d° 




- 







D° 

D° 

D® 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D® 

D“ 

D° 

D® 

D° 

D° 

D® 

D® 

D° 

D° 

D® 

The dates of the items of this sum, which forms the balance of 
the gross claims against the trust, cannot be condescended upou 
for want of data therefore 



Glasgow, 4 June 1823. 



Certified by 



£. s. d. 

3.000 - - 
55° - - 

2,700 - - 
2,100 - - 
500 - - 
100 - - 
1,900 - - 
1,220 - - 
5.300 - - 

2.400 - - 

1.400 - - 

2.000 - - 
500 - - 
350 - - 
500 - - 

4.200 - - 
8,050 - - 

3.200 - - 
(1,940 - - 
3,600 - - 

100 - - 
950 - - 
2,509 5 9 
300 - - 

5,772 1 u | 



60,231 7 8 £ 



Laurence Hill , Glk. Gorbals Road. 



Appendix, N° 2. 



RENTAL of the Gprbals Road for the year ,1823-4. 
Aggregate sum for which the tolls arc let - £. 7,233. 

Particulars of the Rental : — 



Gorbals and Millington bars - - - — - 3,535 

Clarkston bar ------- - 1,070 

Cannunnock bar - - - - - - . 50 

Blackball and Causey.side bars ----- g20 

Pollokshaws bars - - - - - - - 595 

Logans well bar - - - - - - 440 

Darnley and Ducathall bars 400 

Shelford bar - - - - - - - -110 

Ouplaymuir bar - -- -- --41 

Dodside bar 47 

Kirktpn of Neilston bar ------ 03 

7,233 
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Appendix, N* 3. 

Appendix, N* 3. STATEMENTS RELATIVE TO THE FOLLOWING ROADS. 

I. — The Road from Glasgow to the confines of the County of Ayr, by Clarkston and Mearns 
to near Floakside. 

Distances of Tolls, &c. 



From end of trust at Main-street of Gorbals to Gorbals toll-bar 
Thence to Clarkston toll ------ 

Thence to Loganswell d° - 

Thence to Ayrshire - - - - - - 



Extreme length from Glasgow to Ayrshire - 



Number and Rentals of Gates : 

1. Gorbals bar, including travellers to and from Pollok-' 
shaws and Glasgow, the bar being placed at the 
point where the road diverges in both directions 

2. Clarkston bar, including travellers to and from Glas-l | 

gow and Eaglesham, and to and from Paisley and 1 j 
Kilbride, &c. the bar being placed where the road 
diverges iii. four directions - - -j 

3. Loganswell bar - - 



Furlongs. 



6l 

217 

82 



- Maintenance r 

From Main-street to Gorbals toll (causey) 
Thence to Govan fireworks 
Thence to Clarkston - - - 

Thence to Ayrshire - 



1820-1. 


1821-2. 


1822-3. 








£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£■ s. d, 


3 > 5°5 - - 


3 . 4 °° ~ - 


3 > 3 00 -* 


1,015 - - 


945 - - 


1,030 - _ 


435 - - 


445 - - 


420 ~ — 






' 


- 


43 7 <3 


511 6 


331 5 - 


248 - - 


282 9 - 


.38s 12 - 


376 3 6. 


258 15 6 


358 10 - 


370 19 3 


379 5 6 


»»o 75 7 “ 


1,038 10 3 


926 1 c 



The average is 8a l. 17 s. 4 d. per mile for the last year, and the estimate for the future is 
85/, sterling, including the Gorbals causey. 

« At (he lease for the year 1823.3, it found necessary. that the bar at Billington, on the 
road leading from Barrhead, & c. to Glasgow, by Hurlet, should be included- in the lease Tf 
betvreer^tbe tollkeepers S “ ““ of bein S d ™ formerly, on account of the improper competition 

II. Road leading from Glasgow to Pollokshaws branching off Pollokshaws, to the confines 
of Ayrshire, between Upper Pollock and Stewarton. 



Distances of Tolls, &c. 

From end of trust at Main-street of Gorbals, included in N° I. to toll 1 
l furlong and 6 1 yards * - - - . . _ t 

Thence to Pollokshaws toll - 
Thence to Dodside toll 
Thence to Ayrshire - 



Extreme length from the point where the Floakside road, as per state-' 
ment N°I. diverges from the Road to Ayrshire 

Number and Rentals of Bars : 



1 . Gorbals bar, included in statement, N® I. 

2. Pollokshaws bars, or Catcraigs and Auldhouse, in-* 

eluding travellers to and from Barrhead, being 
placed at the point where the road diverges in both 
directions - : 

3. Dodside bar 



-II 



Furlongs. 



200 

13 2 



Maintenance : 



N“ I. - - - - 

Thence to Pollokshaws 
Thence to Upper Pollok - 
Thence toAyrshire - . - 



1820-1. 


1821-2. 


1822-3. 








£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. a. d. 


655 - - 


610 - - 


510 - - 


50 - - 


53 - - 


43 - “ 









309 13 3 


219 8 4 


669 12 - 


91 10 ii 


158 8 10 


130 12 3 


32 - - 


32 - - 


24 - - 


433 4 2 


409 8 10 


824 4 3 



8 68 1 I0 ’' “ P " mil ' t0r tte las * J'“ r - »"<> estimate for the future ia 
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IH.— Road *“ thfl^Cuuoty^of ^ 

Distances of Tolls, See. 

From Pollokshaws to Ducathall or Barrhead toll 
Thence to Shilford toll - 
Thence to Ayrshire - . _ _ 



Extreme length from where the Upper Pollock road, as per state.) i 
ment N° II. diverges from this road to Ayrshire _ . . j] 

Number and Rentals of Bars : 

l. Pollokshaws bar, or Catcraigs and Auldhoi 
eluded in statement N° II. _ , 





Miles. , 


Furlongs. 


Yards. 




— — 


- — ; — 


• — ■■ 




4 


2 


_ 


- 


4 


3 


60 


■ 


1 


3 


" 


as per state-") i 


11 






. . .] 




60 



/V/ 



Appendix, N" 3, 
continued. 



3. Shilford - 

Maintenance : 

From Pollokshaws toll to Iiaughbridge 
Haughbridge to Barrhead - 
Barrhead to Coudonhall - * 

Coudonhall to Ayrshire - , 



1820-1. 


1821-2. 


1822-3. 


£. s. d. 


£. S. d. 


£. t. d. 




— 


- 


510 - - 


425 - - 


430 ~ - 


69 - - 


74 - - 


62 - - 


291 3 '3 


260 14 8 


257 8 11 


153 H 8 


176 11 3 




89 5 8 


64 15 10 


139 3 8 


56 4 5 


24 16 8 


93 15 8 


500 8 - 


532 18 5 


S6a 3 3 



The average for the last year is 60 L 2S . 8 A per mile, and the estimate is the seme for the fnture. 

IV.- Road branching off from Road in statement N" III. by Barrhead and Neilston 
to Stewarton. 



Distances of Tolls, &c. 

F “„fNet^ “ »”. St “r entN "“ I - «Wes.Ar,hurlieto|| 
From thence to Ayrshire, near Easter Grange - - „ , 



Furlongs. 



Number and. Rental of Gates: 
Kirkton of Neilstou - 

Maintenance : 

From West Arthurlie to Neilston 
Neilston to Easter Grange - 



I82O-I. 


1821-2. 


| 1822-3. 








£. s. di 


£. s. d. 


1 £. 5. d. 


4 ° - - 


39 " - 


32 - - 


9 6 - 


23 1 10 


43 12 11 


14 611 


41 2 8 


12 17 2 


23 12 ii 


64 4 6 


56 10 - 



lhe™mr rage f ° r U ” lMt y6ar is 12 '• ’ 3 s - » * per mile, and the estimate for the future ia 

V. Road branching off (from Road in statement N" IV.) by Neilston to Whitehm.se. 

Distauce 5 Mil',. | Furlong,. 

^IS" I V^t^Whitehouse 61 GlSnge r ° ad at Neilston > as P er statfmentj 



Number and Rental of Gates: 



Ouplay toll 



43 7 - 



3 ® 13 9 



Maintenance : 

Prom Neilston to WhitehouBe .... 

lieateiage for the last year is Jl. 5 e, 2 A per mile, and the estimate for the future is the same. 
4 So. _ 

•h- 1 3 ( continued .) 



£. 

6 1 



£. 

46 



150 

1822-3. 

£. s. d. 
25 - - 
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VI.— Road from Paisley, by Hurlet and Clarkston, to Eaglesham. 



Distances of Tolls, &c. 



Paisley to Hurlet - 
Hurlet to Spiersbridge - 
Spiersbridge to Clarkston 
Clark6ton to Eaglesham 



Number and Rental of Bars : 

1. Blackball toll, including travellers to and from Paisley ' \ 

to Barrhead, by Causeyside -J | 

2. Darnley bar, included in statement, N° III. - 

3. Clarkston bar, included in statement, N° I. 

Maintenance : 

From Paisley to Hurlet - 
Hurlet to Spiersbridge - 
Spiersbridge to Clarkston - 
Clarkston to Eaglesham - - - ... 



Furlongs. 



40 

129 



1820-1. 

£. s. d. 
770 - - 


1821-2. 

£. s. d. 
815 - - 


1822-3. 
£. s. d. 
775 - - 


147 14 4 


161 14 - 


240 9 6 


177 19 5 


130 13 2 


140 17 1 


21 19 5 


IS 13 4 




50 - - 


I46 - - 


72 10 3 


397 13 2 


457 - 7 


480 1 9 



The average for the last year is 40 1 . 6 s. id. per mile, and the same sum will be required in future. 



VII. — Road from Busby, near Clarkston, as per statement, N # VI. to Muirkirk Road, at Milton 
near Kilbride. 



Distance - * 

Number and Rental of Gates : 
None. 



£. 1. J. 
158 4 1 

The average for the last year is 47 1 . 13 s. 4 d. per mile,' and the estimate for the future is the same. 



Maintenance 
From Busby to Milton 



1820-1. 


1821-2. 






£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


153 * 6 


148 13 6 



Miles. Furlongs. Yurds. 

3 2 53 

1822-3. 



VIII. — Road from Paisley to Barrhead, 
Distances : 

From Paisley to Fereneze . . _ 

From Fereneze to Lochlibo road at Cross Arthurlie, near Barrhead - 



Number and Rental of Gates : 

Causeyside bar, included with Blackball, in statement , "1 
N° VI. - j 

Maintenance 

From Causeyside to Fereneze - 
Fereneze to Cross Arthurlie, including a small piece"] 
junction road to the Paisley and Hurlet road, at l 
Dikebar bridge - - . - _ _ • ( 



1820-1. 
£. s. d. 



164 10 2 
99 » 5 



263 11 7 



Furlongs. 

6 

7 



Yards. 



1821-2. 
£. s. c 



144 IQ 6 
59 3 6 



204 3 - 



1822-3. 
£. s. d. 



• 127 19' - 
65 6 6 



The average for the last year is 52 1 . 17 s. per mile, and the estimate for the future is the same, 



IX. Road from Ducathall, as per statement, N® III. near Barrhead, to Grahamston. 
Distance 5 furlongs. 



Number and Rental of Gates: 
Ducathall bar, included in preceding Statements - 
_ , „ Maintenance: 

Ducathall to Grahamston - _ - _ i- 



1820-1 




1821-2. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


55 - 


6 


38 18 3 



1822-3. 
£. s. d. 

30 ’7 



The average for the last year is 49/. 7 s. 4 d. per mile, and the estimate for the future is the saine^ 
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X.— Road from Hillington, on the Paisley and Glasgow Road, to Lochlibo Road 
at Househill, near Hurlet. 



Rental and Number of Gates: 
Hillington 


. 


_ 


1820-1. I 

£. s. d.\ 
180 - - 1 


1821-2. 1 

£. s. d. 
190 - - 


1 822-3. 

£. *. d. 
* 


Maintenance : 








• 




Hillington to Househill or Hurlet 




- 


“5 5 11 


107 n 8 


80 14 4 



The average for the last year is 46 Z. 185. 8 d. per mile, and the estimate for the future is the same. 
* Set for this year with Gorbals toll, as before noticed, under statement, N* I. 



XI— Road branching off from Road in statement, N° I. at Govan Fireworks to Aitkenhead. 

. , Mile. Furltngs. Yards. 

Distance from fireworks to Aitkenhead - - 1 1 198 

1822-3. 



Number and Rental of Bars : 
None. 



1820-1. 

. £. s. d. 



40 



. 1821T-2. . 
£. s. d. 



32 13 - 



£. s. d. 



62 17 - 



The average is 55/. 14*. 8<f. per mile, and the estimate for the future the s 



XII.— Road from Road in statement N # I. near the Village of Cathcart, to Carmunock. 



Distance of Tolls, &c. 
From Cathcart to Carmunock - - - 



Number and Rental of Gates : 



Maintenance : 

From Cathcart to Carmunock 



£. s. d. 

71 



53 7 9 



Furlongs. 

5 



Yards. 



1821-2. 

£. i. d. 



182 
1822-3. 
£. s. d. 



52 



13 6 6 



The average is 4/. 16s. gd. per mile for last year, and the estimate for the future is 2 of. per mile. 



Return as to other Roads, not before specified. 



The foregoing twelve Statements describe all the lines on which toll bars are erected, and to 
which the Gorbals and Kilbride district of trustees are in the yearly practice of allocating repairs ; 
but besides these there are sundry intermediate lines or bye roads, which ave contained in the Act, 
affording no revenue, and which the acting trustees have never admitted are legally entitled to be 
supported out of the funds in their management, which are barely sufficient for their other purposes, 
although at times they have either been obliged, or induced with the view of preventing disputes 
and accommodating the public, to expend or to advance monies thereupon. These are chiefly 
The road from the New Bridge of Glasgow, by Port Eglinton to Muirhouses. 

From Maulsmare, by Bankhall and Sbiels, to the Paisley road. 

The road from Peel to Jackton. 

The aggregate length of these roads is about 14 miles — there are no gates thereon, or revenues 
arising directly therefrom. 



Expenditure : 

{ 1820-1. 

£ 7 d 

214 19 - 



1821-2. 

£. 7. d. 

358 16 6 



1822-3. 



£. s. d. 
29 13 4 



Estimate : 

15 1. per mile in future, on an average, would satisfy all claims on this account. 



Glasgow, 4 June 1823. 



Certified and reported by 

Laurence Hill, 

Clerk of Gorbals and Kilbride Roads. 
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Appendix, N® 4. A STATEMENT of the rate of Toll-Duties, leviable at the Bara of Gorbals, Blackhali 

Causeyside and Hillington. ■ 

For every coach, chariot, berlin, landau, calash, chaise, chair or hearse, drawn by! I 
6 horses - - - - - - - - -J 

4 < 1 ° - 

3d° 

2 d" - - - - ■ - - - ■ 1 - 

id® 



For every waggon, wain, cart, sledge, or other carriage, drawn by 
6 horses - - - - - - . - 

5 d° 

+ d ° 

3 d ° 

2d® 

id® - - - 



For every horse unladen, and not in a carriage - 

For every ass - d° - - - - - d° - - - 

For every score of oxen or neat cattle - - - - - - . 

For every score of calves, sheep, lambs, hogs or goats - 

For every score of horses or fillies, unshod - 

And §0 in proportion for more or less than a score of these. 

Lime for building, pays - - - ■ . - 

Principal stones ---------- 

Wall stones ------ 

Lime for manure pays at the first bar ------ 

And half-toll at every other bar. 

Dung pays at the first bar, but at no other bar, - - - - 

The two last articles not subject to weighing. 

Carriages exceeding 20 cwt. and not exceeding 25, drawn by one horse 
25 cwt. and not exceeding 30- 
30 cwt. and not exceeding 35 - 
35 cwt. and upwards ----- 
And so in proportion if drawn by two or more horses. 

Coals drawn b.y one horse,. if the ladening is below 20 cwt. - - 

20 cwt. and not exceeding 25 - 

25 cwt. and not exceeding 30 - - . . - 

30 cwt. and not exceeding 35 - - - - 

35 cwt. and upwards -------- 



s. H. 

4 -:.U 

3 “ 

. 2 

1 6 



Certified by 



Laurence Iiitl, 

Clk. Gorbals aud Kilbride Road. 
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Appendix, N® 5. A STATEMENT of the Rate of Toll-Duties, leviable at the Bars of Clark ton, Loganswell, Catcrajgs 
Auldhouse, Daruley Ducat-hall, Neilston, Ouplay, Shelford, Dodside and Carmunnock. 

For every coach, chariot, berlin, landau, calash, chaise, chair or hearse, drawn by' 

6 horses - - - ■ _ _ _ 



4 d» 
3d° 
2 d° 
1 d® 



For every waggon, wain, cart, sledge or other carriage, drawn by 
6 horses • - 



5 d® 
4 d* 
3d” 
2 d® 
1 d® 
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For every horse unladen, and not in a carriage - 

For every ass - d° - - - - - d° - 

For every score of oxen, or neat cattle - - - • 

For every score of calves, sheep, lambs, hogs or goats 

For every score of horses or fillies, ^unshod - 

And so in proportion for more or less than a score of these. 
Lime for building, pays - - 

Principal stones --------- 

Wall stones - - - - - - - - - 

Lime for manure pays at the first bar - 

And half-toll at every other bar. 

Dung pays at the first bar, but at no other bar - 
The two last articles not subject to weighing. 

Butter-milk carts - -- -- -- -- 

Carriages exceeding 20 cwt. and not exceeding 25, drawn by one horse 
25 cwt. and not exceeding 30 
30 cwt. and not exceeding 35 - - - 

35 cwt. and upwards ------ 

And so in proportion, if drawn by two or more horses. 

Coals drawn by one horse, if the ladening is below 20 cwt. 

20 cwt. and not exceeding 25 ----- 

95 cwt. and not exceeding 30 -----. 

30 cwt. and not exceeding 35 - 

.35 cwt. and upwards - - - - - - - ■ 



1 3 

- 8 
l 3 



7i 



- 4 

~ 5 



Certified by 



Laurence Hill, 

Clk. Gorbals and Kilbride Roads. 
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Appendix, N* 6. 



GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICK ROADS. 



1st.— THE revenue arising from the pontages levied at the Old and New Bridges of Glasgow, under the 
Acts ,32 Geo. 2. c. 62.; 8 Geo. 3. c. 16. ; and 14 Geo. 3.C. 103. for the last three years, 
was (as let by public auction) — 



From the 1st Tuesday of June 1820, to the 1st Tuesday of June 1821 

1821, 1822 

1822, - -- -- -- - 1823 



1,900 - - 

- 2,130 - - 

- 2,010 - - 



Pontage received for Greenock mail — ■ 

From 25th April 1819, to 5th October 1820 

5th October 1820, to 5th October 1821 - 
5th October 1821, to 5th October 1822 - 



W ‘ 3 4 
>2 3 4 
18 5 4 



2d — The pontage dues are let from the ist Tuesday of June 1823, to the 1st Tuesday) _ _ 

of June 1824, for --------- - -J’ 1 * 

3d. — Amount of debt due by the trustees on the Old and New Bridges of Glasgow, at) g gg,, 1 
last balance on 16th July 182a, was - - - - - " m "S ’ ' 



Glasgow, 5th Juue 1823. 



Certified by Jamei Spreull, 

Superintendent and Treasurer. 



468. 
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Appendix, N° 7^ Appendix, N° 7„ 

EXTRACT from a Report by James Gregg, Clerk to the Trustees on High Roads in the 
District of Kilmarnock, and County of Ayr, on the Glasgow and Port-Patrick Road. 



With regard to the road from Ayr to Kilmarnock, and from thence 
by Kingswell to the confines of the county near Floakside ; that 

1. — That part of this road which lays between Ayr and Kilmarnock, 

extends to 11 miles, and one half mile; and that part thereof 
between Kilmarnock and the confines of the county, to 10 miles. 

2. — -There are three turnpike gates between Ayr and Kilmarnock. 

3. — 1. One at Prestwick, called Newton, which was let from May 

1822 to May 1823, at the rent of - 

2. One called Bowbridgehill, about half way between Ayr and 

Kilmarnock, let for the same year, at - 

3. One called Riccarton Bridgend, at the bridge over the river 

Irvine, which separates the parishes of Kilmarnock and 
Riccarton, let for the same year, at - 



4. — The rates levied at each of these gates, are as under: 

For each carriage, &c. drawn by one horse, &c. - 

D° - - - - by two horses, &c. - 

D° - - - - by three horses, &c, - 

D° - - - - by four horses, &c. - 

D° - - - - by five horses, &c. - 

For every waggon, or other wheel carriage drawn by one horse, &c. 
D° - - - - by two horses, &c. - - - 

D° - - - - by three horses, &c. - - - 

D° - - - - by four horses, &c. - 

P° • - - - by five horses, &c. - 

D° - - - - by six horses, &c. - 

For every sledge without wheels 
For every horse, &c. laden or unladen, and not drawing 
For every drove of oxen, or neat cattle, per score - 
For every drove of calves per score, and in proportion 
For every drove of horses, or fillies unshod per score, and in 
proportion 



5* — The rate at which this part of the said road was maintained per 
mile for the last year, (the lineal fall being taken at 19 feet) was 
3? I- 11 *• 7i^! and the probable rate on an average of three 
years may be estimated at the same sum. 

General State of the Revenue aud Expenditure. 

Revenue : 

6. — 1. Rent of Newton gate, from May 1820 to May 1821 

- - - from May 1821 to May 1822 

D° - - - from May 1822 to May 1823 

Deduct proportion of the rent of this gate paid during said 
three years, to the committee on the road from Monkton to 
Irvine, and which fall, to be accounted for under that trust - 

2. Rent of Bowbridgehill gate, from May 1820 to May 1821 
D ° - - - - from May 1821 to May 1822 

1)0 " from May 1822 to May 1823 

3. Rent of Riccarton Bridgend gate, from May 1820 to May 1821 
" from May 1821 to May 1822 

D ‘ from May 1822 to May 1823 

Expenditure : 

7. — 1. Maintenance of that part of the road which is between Ayr and 

Monkton, upheld by John and Charles Boyd, under contract, 

at 148Z. 15 j. yearly, for the above three years - 

2. D° of that part thereof between Monkton and Spittalhill, at 

203 1 . 65. 8 d. yearly, for same period - 

3. D° of that part between Spittalhill and Kilmarnock, 80 1 . 2 5. 

annually, for same period 

4. Contingent expenses in the course of said three years, includiug 

price of certain lands taken for improving the road, damages 
to grounds, clerk and surveyor’s salaries - - 

S._The only debt upon tbe road from Ayr to Kilmarnock, is one due 
to John Hamilton, esquire, as assignee of the Commercial Bank- 
mg Compauy of Scotland, constituted by bond of the trustees, 

dated 24 May 1821, the balance owing on which, is 
Interest for Martinmas 1822 - . . 



317 

347 

350 




1,014 

167 


- <S| 


191 

191 

210 


_ _ 


37i 

376 

393 


- - 


446 


5 - 


610 


- - 


240 


6 - 


1,296 


11 -- 


457 


5 n 


900 





350 

210 



953 

Loan Toll. 

- - 4f 

- “ 9 

- 1 1 1 

- 1 6 

- 2 3 



U 

II 



846 19 5 | 



i,753 i fi 11 
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Upon that part of this road which lays between Kilmarnock and the 
confines of the county, there are two turnpike gates. 

1. One near Kilmarnock, called Beansburn, which was let from May 

1 8-22 to May 1823, at the rent of ------ 

2. One atKingswell, called Kingswell Bar, let for the same year, at - 

The rates levied at each of these gates, are as follow : 

For every chariot, &c. drawn by one horse, &e. 

D° - - - by two horses, &c. 

D° - - - - by three horses, &c. 

D° - * - - by four horses, &c. 

D° - - - - by five horses, &c. 

For every waggon, &c. drawn by one horse, &c. - 




by two horses, &c. 
by three horses, &c. 
by four horses, &c. 
by five horses, &c. 
by six horses, &c. 



D° - 

D° - - - - 

D" - - 

D° - 

D° - r 

For sledges without wheels 
For every horse, &c. laden or unladen and not drawing 
For every drove of oxen, or neat cattle, per score - 
For every drove of sheep, &c. - - _ _ 

For every drive of horses or fillies unshod, per score, and in 
proportion ---------- 

The rate at which this part of the said road was maintained 
per mile for the last year (the lineal fall being taken at 19 feet) 
was 19 l. is. 10 d. and the probable rate on au average of three 
years, may be estimated at the same sum. 

General state of the Revenue and Expenditure on this part of said Road. 
Revenue : 



1 4 

- 2 

- 4 



1. Rent of Beansburn gate, from 1820 to 1821 - 

D° - - from 1821 to 1822 - 

D° - - - from 1S22 to 1823 - 

a. Rent of Kingswell gate, from 1820 to 1821 - 

D° - - - from 1821 to 1822 - 

D" - - - from 1822 to 1823 - - - - 

Expenditure : 

1. Maintenance of that part of said road which lays’ between 

Kilmarnock and Mooryeat, 108Z. 5s. 4th yearly,, for the above 
three years - 

2. D° of that part thereof betweeu Mooryeat and Floakbridge, 83 1 . 3 s. 

yearly, for said three years ------- 

3. Contingent expenses in the course of said three years, including 

price of certain lands taken for an improvement on the road, 
damages to grounds, said improvement, clerks and surveyors 
salaries, &c. - 

Note . — There is no debt upon this part of the road. 

N.B . — In the line of this road there are two pontages, one. 
on a bridge at Ayr, which the reporter understands is rented 
at 514Z. for the year ending at Whitsunday 1823, but with the 
management or details of which the trustees of the district of 
Kilmarnock have no concern. The other is on a bridge in the 
centre of the town of Kilmarnock, which also is not under the 
charge of the reporters constituents. It was granted by the 
statutes 42 Geo. 3. c. 48. and 33 Geo. 3. and must continue 
until the sums mentioned in this last statute are liquidated and 
discharged. But the reporter being clerk to the parliamentary 
trustees for the improvement of the town of Kilmarnock, is 
enabled to state — 

1. That the rent of the gate on the bridge of Kilmarnock, for the year 

from 1820 to 1821, was ------- 

From 1821 to 1822, was - - - - - 

And from 1822 to 1823, was ------ 

2. That the debt owing by the said trustees, exclusive of interest on a 

part thereof, at September 1822, was reduced to - 

Opposed to which the trustees have a considerable pro- 
perty on band, which they are from year to year selling 
for building gronud, so that the debt owing by this trust 
is gradually diminishing. 



187 - 
200 - 
215 - 



159 - 
201 - 
213 - 



324 16 



603 - - 



573 - - 
1,1.75 - - 



249 9 - 
574 5 - 



i,375 10 - 



520 

450 

482 



1,452 - - 
12,805 - - 



Kilmarnock, May 26, 1823. 



Reported by James Gregg. 

E 2 
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Appendix, N®8. 



Appendix, N° 8. 



RETURN with regard to — 

ist. — The Road from Irvine to Stewarton, and from thence to the confines of the County of 
Ayr, towards Glasgow. 

2d. — The Road from Irvine by Caldwell to the confines of the County near Lugtonbridge. 

3d. — The whole other Roads under the Trust for the District of Irvine. 

First. — The Road from Irvine, by Stewarton, to the confines of the County, towards Glasgow. 
1st.— -Length of the road, thirteen miles. 

2d. — Number of Turnpike Gates, with names and points at which they are placed— 
1st, at Stanecastle ; 2d, at Peacockbank-brae ; and 3d, at the East end of 
Stewarton. 

3d.— The sum for which each Gate is let, commencing May 1822. These Turnpikes let 
from 26 May 1822 till 26 May 1823, as follows; viz. — 

1st. Stanecastle, - - at - - - £.75 - - 

ad. Peacockbank-brae - - - . 20 - - 

3d. East end of Stewarton - - - - 64 10- 

£. 159 10 - 

4th. — The rates levied at each gate. 

isL— -Table of the rates levied at Stanecastle Turnpike. 



For every coach chariot, berlin, landau, calash, chaise, chair or 
hearse, or such other carriage drawn by six horses, mares, geldings 
or mules, the sum of 



D° - - - four d® 
D° - - - three d c 
D° - - - two 
D° - - - one d° 



d® 



For every waggon, wain, cart, or other wheel carriage, draw: 
horses, &c. 



by six 



D° - 


- five 


d° 


D u - 


four 


d" 


D° - 


- three d* 


D° - 


- two 


d° 


D° - 


- one 


d° 



If drawn by more than six horses, for each additional beast - 

For every sledge without wheels 

For every horse, &c. laden or unladen, and not drawing - 

For every drove of oxen or neat cattle, per score, and so on in pro- 
portion for any greater or less number - - - 

For every drove of horses or fillies unshod, per score, and so in 
..proportion - - - . . . _ _ ’ 



For every drove of calves, sheep, lambs, hogs, or goats, per score, 
and proporuonally - „ . . ... ’ 



RATES 
to and from 
Loclilibo Rood. 



“ 3 I 



i 



RATES 
to and from any 
other Place. 



- 6 
“ 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICK ROADS. 



£.450 



4th. — The rates levied at each gate. 



1st. — Table of the Rates levied at Sourlie Turnpike. 

For every coach, chariot, berlin, landau, calash, chaise, chair, or hearse, or such other 
carriage, drawn by six horses, mares, geldings, or mules - 

D° j- - four - - - d° - - - - - 

D® - - three - - - d° - - -- - 

D° - - two - - - d® 

D® - - one - - - d® 

For every waggon, wain, cart or other wheeled carriage, drawn by six horses, &c. - 
D® - - five - - - d° - - - - - 

D° - - four - - - d® 

D° - - three - - - d° 

two - - - d® - 



D° 

D° 



d° 



If drawn by more than six horses, &c. for each additional beast - - 

For every sledge without wheels ------ 

For every horse, &c. laden and unladen, and not drawing - 
F or every drove of oxen or neat cattle, per score, and so in proportion for any 
greater or less number ---------- 

For every drove of horses and fillies unshod, per score, and so in proportion, &c. - 
For every drove of calves, sheep, lambs, hogs or goats, and proportionally for more 
or less - 



*. d. 
a - 
1 6 

* 3 



3 



2d. - The rates levied at the Torrenyard turnpike are the same. 

N. B . — Persons travelling through both these bars or gates, pay at the first only, ; 
entitled to a ticket to pass free at the other. 

3d — The rates levied at the Lugtonbridge turnpike are also the same. 

486. E 3 






3 

1 i 



2d.— Table of the Rates levied at Peacockbankbrae Turnpike. 

For every coach, chariot, berlin, landau, calash, chaise, chair, or hearse or other 
such carriage, drawn by six horses, mares, geldings or mules - - ’ . 

D° - - - if drawn by four horses, &c. - 

D° - - - if drawn by three horses, &c. 

D° - - - if drawn by two horses, &c. - 

D® - - - if drawn by one horse, &c. 

For every waggon, wain, cart, or other wheel carriage, drawn by six horses oxen or 
other beasts of draught - - - - . _ . _ ’ _ * 

D° - - - if drawn by five horses, &c. - 

D° - - - if drawn by four horses, &c. 

D® - - - if drawn by three horses, &c. . 

D® - - - if drawn by two horses, &c. - 

D° - - - if drawn by one horse, &c. 

And if drawn by more than six horses, oxen or other beasts of draught, there shall 
be paid sixpence for each additional beast. 

For every sledge without wheels 

For every horse, mare, gelding, mule, or ass, laden or unladen, and not drawing - 
For every drove of oxen or neat cattle, per score, and so in porportion for any 
greater or less number 

For every drove of horses or fillies, unshod, per score, and so in proportion for any 
greater or less number _ 

For every drove of calves, sheep, lambs, hogs, or goats, per score, and so in pro- 
portion for any greater or less number - 

3d.— Table of the rates levied at the Turnpike at the east end of Stewarton — 
the same as at Peacockbankbrae. 

5th.— Rate at which the road was maintained per mile, for the year preceding May 1800 • the 
whole amounting to £. 1 14. 1 j. 6 d. inde per mile, eight pounds fifteen shillings and sixpence 
Probable rate on an average of three years, — the same. r 

6th. — General state of the revenue of the whole trust.— Amount of the revenue for three years pre- 
ceding May 1823, Five hundred and fourteen pounds ten shillings sterling 3 H 

7th — Expenditure for same period,— Six hundred and thirty- five pounds eleven shillings and one 
penny halfpenny sterling. 6 

s,‘h:z} N “ debt - 

N. B . — No pontages. 

Second. — Road from the Girdle, by Caldwell, to the confines of the county, 
near Lugtonbridge and Lochlibo. 

The Road from Irvine to the Girdle forms part of the road from Irvine, by Stewarton, 
to the confines of the county. 

1st — Length of the road, — ten miles. 

2d.— Number of turnpikes,— three ; viz. — 1st, at Sourlie ; 2d, at Torrenyard; and 3d, at 
Lugtonbridge. 

3d. — The sum for which each gate is let, commencing May 1 822. These turnpikes let from 
26th May 1822 till a6th May 1823, as follows; viz. 

1st. — Sourlie turnpike, at ... £.302 - - 

ad. — Torrenyard - d°, at - - - 103 - - 

3d. — Lugtonbridge d°, at - 45 - - 
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Appendix, N* 8, 5th. — Rate at which the road was maintained per mile for the year preceding 8th May 1823 thirty 

continued. pounds. Probable rate on an average of three years, twenty-four pounds per mile. * y 

■ ^ 7 6th.— General state of the revenue : — Amount for three years preceding May 1823, nine hundred and 

eighty-eight pounds. 

7th.— Amount of the expenditure for the same period, nine hundred and sixteen pounds eight shillings 
and nine-pence halfpenny. ° 

8th and gth. — State of the debt on this line of road, as ascertained by a minute of the. sub-committee 
of trustees for the management of said road, of date the 2ad day of October 1821, which 
debt was contracted at various times, and is almost wholly due to the creditors ’for the 
advances made by them in making the road, as more particularly specified in the accounts 
current, and states to which the following abstract refers. 



Account of Debts on the I/jchlibo road, including interest, calculated till 4th September 1821: 



£. 5. d. 

■ 6 7 1 

■ 1,878 3 8 1 



1 — To Robert Glasgow, r esq. of Mountgreenan, per account 

D° - - - one half of balance due, Col. Mure and him 

2. — „ Colonel William Mure, of Caldwell, per account - - . 51 15 - 

D° - - the other half of balance due Mr. Glasgow and him, 1,878 3 8| 



3. — „ John Taylor, esq. of Blackhouse, per account - 

4. — „ Colonel Charles Sommerville M'Allister, ofKennox, per account 
5-— „ The trustees of the late Earl of Eglinton, per account _ 

6. — „ William Anderson, road-maker, Kilbirnie, per account, and minute of sub- 
committee, dated 23d November 181 1 - 



£. s. d. 
2,93+ 10 4* 



1,929 18 8 1 
1,220 16 11 
307 13 6 £ 
25+ 9 5 

117 11 3 



6 ,7 6 5 ~ 2 { 



h,vin P ?K?- ^ 7 IrVine ’ - 22< ! P ct ° ber 1821. The foregoing abstract, with the relative states, 
to SSI 7c y TTi by sub-committee subscribing, they find that the same amounts 
l!r l h r d !! hun J dred aud , 81xt y- five pounds and two-pence halfpenny, and declare the 
respectively 076 credltors 011 tbe funds of lbe said road, for the several sums due to them 

Amount of debt as above - £.6765 — ji 

Interest from 22d October 1821 to 22d May 1823 - 535 11 3* 



Total amount of debt on the road 



- £. 7,300 11 5 i 



■W ■ B . — No pontages. 

deb * is a considerable claim made by Sir James Montgomerie Cuningbame, 

and C foTinr oe?n»’tb f ^ s' V1 S -° f lh " § r<,und lake " “P the ™ad lhr ““e b bis lands atDoura, 
and tor inclosing tbe lands, with interest, not yet ascertained. 



Rob' Rankin, Clerk. 



Ja' Montgomery Cuninghame, Preses. 
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Appendix, N # 9. 



Appendix, N # 9. 



RETURN: Vis. 



Query i 



—Number of miles - 
—Turnpike gates 



I. — Road from Monkton to Irvine. 



- Answer. Eight miles. 

- Answer. Two gates; that is, one at the Loans, 
3 miles from Monkton ; the second at the 

south end of Fullarton-street, Irvine. 

( Answer . Loans for that year - - £. 108 

Fullarton-street - - 169 

£ 

77 

The last thought high, and from 1823 to 
1824 set for £.131. 

RATES | RATES 



„ 4.— The rates levied at each gate : 



at Loans Gate, at Fullarton. 



horses, the sum of 


- 


- D° - - - d° 


. . - by four horses 


- D° - - - d° 


- - * by three horses 


- D° - - - d° 


- - - by two horses 


- D° - - - d° 


- - - by one horse 


every waggon, &c 


drawn by six horses 


. D° - - - d° 


- - - by five d* 


- D° - - - d° 


- - - by four d° 


- D° - - - d° 


- - - by three d° 


- D° - - - d- 


- - - by two d° 


- D° - - - d“ 


- - - by one d° 



For every sledge without wheels 
For every horse laden or unladen, not drawing 
For every drove of oxen or neat cattle, per score 
For every drove of horses or fillies unshod - 
For every drove of calves, &c. per score 



i by six 



£. s. d. 



£. s. d. 



1 4- 

l — 
- 10 
- 6 



—The rate at which the road was maintained per mile for the last year, and probable 
rate on average of three years. — Answer. The distance of road from Monkton to 
Irvine is 2,101 £ falls, of 19 feet to the fall, and is let to a tacksman at 1/2 per fall 
making 124/. is. gd. for the whole length of the road. The same rate has been 
paid for three years. 



6. — A general state of the revenue of the whole trust for 1822. 
Answer. — 1. Loans toll - - 

2. Fullarton-street - 



£. s. d. 
I 108 - - 
- 169 - - 



3. Also the half of free proceeds of the Prestick toll bar, 
after deducting uphold, &c. ..... 



— State of expenditure. 

Answer. One half of the Fullarton-street toll goes to the 
Kilmarnock trust, for the road which branches off from 
Irvine, by Shewalton to Dalmellington, after deducting 
uphold and charges - - - - - - -I 50 

Expenditure of keeping road - - - - - I 124 

Clerk’s salary and contingent expenses - - - - I 24 



Net yearly revenue 



277 - _ 

79 15 

356 15 2 l 



158 13 5 



„ 8.— Debt on the road. 

Answer. The road is free from debt, and has 89 1 . of funds in the treasurer’s hands 
to its credit, for the purpose of making an improvement on the road; and it is 
intended next year to reduce the rate of collection at the Loan’s toll to the usual 
rate, say, the same rate as collected at the Fullarton-street, Irvine. 



Ayr, 26 June 1823. 



Certified, Alex. Murdoch, Clerk. 



E4 
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Appendix, N" 10. Appendix, N” lo. 

ACCOUNT of the Pontage levied at the New Bridge of Ayr, for the four years from 26th May 1819 
to the 26th May 1823; also of the Application thereof, and of the Debt against the Bridge] 
remaining unpaid; the said Pontage being levied in virtue of an Act of Parliament, intituled] 
“ An Act for rebuilding the Bridge across the River of Ayr, at the Town of Ayr,” passed in the 
year 1785. 

Receipts.— 26 May 1819 to 26th May 1820: 



Rent of pontage - - - - - - ■ 

Balance in hands of treasurer per preceding year’s account 
Sums received on account of the Bridge from proprietors of adjacent^ 
houses ---------- 

Payments : 

Interest of debt owing by Bridge - 

Expense of lighting the Bridge, buildings and repairs thereto, and\| 
collectors and clerks salaries - - - - - - -J| 

Balance against the Bridge -------- 



Receipts. — 26 May 1820 to 26th May 1821 : 
Rent of pontage ---- ---- 

Payments : 

Interest of debt 

Miscellaneous expenditure ------ 

Balance against the Bridge, per preceding account - 

Balance against the Bridge ------ 



Receipts. — 26 May 1821 to 26th May 1822: 
Rent of pontage - - - - 

Payments : 

Interest of debt -------- 

Miscellaneous expenditure 



Balance against Bridge, per preceding accoun t 

Balance in favour of the Bridge - 

Receipts.— 26 May 1822 to 26 May 1823 : 
Rent of Pontage ------ 

Balance in favour of the Bridge, per preceding account - 



Payments : 



Interest of debt - 
Miscellaneous expenditure 



Balance in favour of the Bridge 



Debt owing by the Bridge : 

Bridge - Dr. 

Principal sum owing to the town of Ayr ... 
Principal sum owing to the Incorporation of Tailors of Ayr 

Bridge Cr. 

Balance in favour of the Bridge - - - - 

Sum, amount of debt due by the Bridge, 26 May 18 23 



£. 


s. 


d. 


333 


6 


8 


10 


~ 


5 


*5 


14 


9 


94 


_ 


_ 


4*7 


*5 


2 


5 ** 


*5 


2 


*52 


*3 


4 


324 






94 






104 


6 


9 


152 


*3 


4 


35 * 


- 


1 


27 


~ 


1 


326 


*3 


4 


9 + 






28 


10 


1 


27 


- 


1 


149 


10 


2 


*77 


3 


2 


342 


*3 


4 


*77 


3 


2 


84 12 




21 


9 


5 


106 


1 


5 


4*3 


*5 


1 


880 






1,000 






4*3 


*5 


1 


- 


- 


£. 



£. s. d. 



326 *3 4 



326 ij 4 



519 16 6 



519 16 6 



1,880 - - 
4*3 *5 * 



1,466 4 11 



Note. The rent of the pontage for the current year, payable - ! „ . 

26th May 1823, is - - - ... £.320. 13 s. 4 A 



13 June 1823. 



* Certified by Alex. Murdoch , Clerk. 
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Appendix, N a 1 1 . 

RETURN made by Alexander Murdoch, Clerk to the Trustees. 

THE Road from Ayr to Maybole; ist, by Monkwood Bridge; 2d, Alloway Bridge, 
so far as within the parish of Ayr. 

Query 1. — Number of miles. 

Answer. — To Maybole, l>y Monkwood Bridge, within the parish of Ayr, four miles ; -ad, To May- 
bole, by Alloway Bridge, 2 miles. 

Query 2. — Number of turnpike gates. 

Answer . — One, at the townhead of Ayr, called Horsemarket Toll. 

Query 3. — The sum for which each gate is let, commencing from May 1822, for one year. 

Answer. — Horsemarket Toll, £.360 sterling. 

Query 4. — The rates levied at each gate. 

£. s. <]. 

For every coach, &c. drawn by six horses - - - - _ 3 ... 

D° - - - d° - - - by four d" _ 2 - 

D° - - - d“ - - - by three d° ------ j 8 

D" - - - d° - - - by two d“ ------- 1- 

D" - - - d° - - - by one d° _ - 6 . 

For every waggon, &c. drawn by six horses - - - - - - 4. ’ _ 



For every sledge without wheels 
For every horse laden or unladen, not drawing 
For every drove of oxen or neat cattle, per score 
For every drove of horses or fillies, unshod 
For every drove of calves, &c. per score 



Appendix, No. u. 



Query 5. — The rate at which the road was maintained for the last year, andprobable rate on average of 
three years. 

Answer — 1. Expense of old road for three years back, from Townhead to Cuiras £. s. d. 

Burn - - - - - - - - - - g 16 11 

2. From thence to Alloway Bridge - - - - - - 1666 

3. Support of Monkwood Road - - - - - - - 56 3 1 £ 



Query G.— A general state of the revenue of the whole trust. 
Answer 1. — By Old Road revenue - - - 

Query 7 — State of expenditure. 

Answer 1. — By Old Road, common expense 
Remainder - 

Clerk's salary, and other expenses 



£ s d. 

- 4 18 5 k 



Net yearly revenue -----£. 
N.B. — The debt on this road taken up by Mr. Jamieson, in his Return, — See 
Appendix 12, p.43. 

Answer 2 to Query 6. — Revenue by Monkwood Road, half of toll 

Expenditure: — £. s. d. 

Half of uphold, common to both - - • -4185^ 

Monkwood Road, within the parish of Ayr - ■ -56 3 Jj 

Clerk's salary, & c. - - - - - - * 3 >9- S 



Net yearly revenue 



Query 8^— Debt, specifying each. 

Amount of debt due- on that part of the Monkwood road within the parish of £. s. d. 

Ayr, due the late John Hunter, Esquire, as fixed at general meeting, 
ad! August 1820 - - - ’ - - - - - ■ - 2,884 *8 8 

1820, September y. Three years interest from 9 Sept. 18 ig tog Sept. 1822 43 2 *5 r 



Of this paid during these three years 



£•3.317 13 
300 - 



Ayr, >6 June 1823. 



Certified by Alex. Murdoch,- Clerk. 
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Appendix, No. 12. REPORT by Quintine Jamieson, Clerk to the Trustees, on High Roads in the District of Maybole, 

and County of Ayr. 

I. — Road from Ayr to Maybole by Monkwood Bridge. 



Length of road, nine miles and one quarter. 

Number of tolls on this road, three; viz. one at the'Horse 
Market near Ayr, one near Monkwood Bridge, and one at 
Duncanland near Maybole. 

Tst. — The Horse Market toll bar near Ayr was let from Whitsunday 
182a to Whitsunday 1823, for 360/.; one-half of which is 
only applicable to this road, the other half belongs to the 
road from Ayr to Maybole, by Alio way Bridge, both these 
roads passing through this toll bar - - 

ad. — The toll bar near Monkwood Bridge was let from Whitsunday 
1822 to Whitsunday 1823, for - - - 

3d. — Proportion on equal half of free rent of the toll bar at Duncan- 
land, near Maybole, from Whitsunday 1822 to Whitsunday 
1823, these being equally divided between this road and 
the road from Maybole to Ayr, by Alloway Bridge, both 
these roads passing through this toll bar - 

Total funds of this road - - - 



For every coach, &c. drawi 


by 6 Loi ses 


. 


- 2 


8 


d° - - - - 


by 4 d° - 


. 


- 2 


_ 


d° - - - - 


by 3 d° - - - 


- 


- 1 


8 


d° - - - - 


by 2 d° - 


. 


- 1 


_ 


d° - - - - 


by 1 d° - 


. 


_ _ 


6 


For every waggon, &c. drawn 


by 6 horses 


. 


- 4 




d° - - - - 


by 5 d° - 


- 


- 3 


4 


d° - - -- 


by 4 d" - 


.. 


- 2 


8 


d° - - - - 


by 3 d° - 


- 


- 1 


4 


d n - - - - 


by 2 d°- 


_ 


— _ 


8 


d° - - - - 


by 1 d° - 


- 


_ _ 


4 



2d. 



For every Bledge without wheels 
For every horse, &c. laden or unladen, not drawing 
For every drove of oxen or neat cattle, per score - 
For every drove of horses or fillies unshod, per score 
Lime and manure, per single horse cart - 
-The rates levied at the toll bar, near Monkwood Bridge, are 
the same as the above. 

3d.— The rates levied at the Duncanland toll bar, near Maybole, are 
just one-fourth less than the above. 

Kt.— Rate of uphold' per mile for that part of the road betwixt Ayr 
and Monkwood Bridge, four miles, annually per mile - 

2d.— Annual rates of uphold per mile for that part betwixt Monk- 
wood toll and Maybole, five miles and one quarter 
The above is not more than the average of annual uphold 
for the last three years. 

Jst. — Debt contracted in 1819, for making the road from Ayr to 
Monkwood Bridge. (The funds of the Horse Market Loll, near 
Ayr, are allocated for the uphold of the road from Ayr to 
Monkwood toll, and the interest, &c. of the debt, under the 
charge of the Ayr district) 

2< b Debt contracted in 1797, f° r making the road from Monkwood 
Bridge to Maybole - 

•3d. — Debt allocated 5th August 1814, upon the funds of Duncan- 
land toll, for this line of road, being proportion of old debt 
on the whole line of road between Ayr and Girvan 

Total debt on the road - - 

The interest of the above debt of 700 1 . is regularly paid 
from the funds of Monkwood toll ; there has also been paid 
wsthm the last three years loo l. of debt, and about 5 L per 
mile annually for the repair of two miles of road, from 
Monkwood toll to Dalrymple village, a side bar on that 
road being placed at the Monkwood Bridge toll. 



180 

160 



15 5 
10 10 



5*9 18 



£. s. d. 



2,884 18 8 
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Report on the Road from Ayr to Maybole, by Alloway Bridge. 

Length of road nine miles. I £. 5. d. | £. s. d. 

Number of turnpike gates on this road, three ; viz. one at 
the Horse Market near Ayr, the pontage at the new bridge 
over Doon at Alloway, and the toll bar at Duncanland, near 
Maybole. 

ist.— The toll bar at Horse Market, near Ayr, was let from Whitsun- 
day 1822 to Whitsunday 1823, for 3G0Z.; the one-lialf of 
which goes to the road from Ayr to Maybole, by Monkwood 
Bridge, the other half to the line of road - 

2d. — Doon Bridge, near Alloway, by Act of Parliament, passed in 
1811, for building and maintaining a bridge over the water 
of Doon, which runs between the parishes of Ayr and May- 
bole, in the county of Ayr; let from Whitsunday 1822 to 
Whitsunday 1823, for ------ - 

3d. — Proportion of rent from Duncanland toll, near Maybole, divided 
betwixt the road from Ayr to Maybole, by Monkwood 
Bridge and this line, both roads passing through the bar - 
Total funds of this road - 

1st. — Rate of toll levied at Horse Market toll, near Ayr, same as 
stated in the preceding report of the Horse Market toll, on 
the road from Ayr to Maybole, by Monkwood Bridge. 

2d. — Rale of pontage levied near the new bridge, over Doon, at 
Alloway, same as is levied at the Horse Market loll, near 
Ayr. 

3d. — Rate of toll levied at Duncanland, one-fourth less than the 
rates levied at the Horse Market toll, near Ayr. 

1st. — Annual rate of uphold per mile for three miles, betwixt Ayr 
and Doon Bridge, near Alloway - - - - - 

2d. — Annual rate of uphold per mile for six miles, from Doon 
Bridge to Maybole -------- 

The above is not more than the average of annual uphold 
for the last three years. 

1st. — Debt contracted on the whole line from Ayr to Girvan, 
allocated in 1814, on the funds of Duncanland toll, applica- 
ble to this line of road - - 

2d. — Debt contracted in 1816, for repairs upon the road from Ayr 
to Maybole, on this line ------- 

3d Debt due, contracted in 1816, in building the new bridge over 

Doon, near Alloway ------- 

Total debt on this road - 
The interest of the debt regularly paid ; and in the last 
three years 197 /. is. 10 d. has been paid, in liquidation of 
the debt contracted in building the bridge. 



Report on the Road from Maybole to Girvan, by Kirkasuald. 



529 18 
1,168 - 9] 
2,162 «9 9 



7 7- 
10 10 - 




Length of road twelve miles. 

Number of turnpike gates on the road, three; viz. one at 
Ladyland near Maybole, one at Kirkasuald, and one at 
Bridge Mill near Girvan. 

1st. — The toll bar at Ladyland, near Maybole, was let from Whit- 
• Sunday 1822 to Whitsunday 1823, for - 

2d. — The toll bar at Kirkasuald was let from Whitsunday 1822 to 
Whitsunday 1823, for ------- 

3d. — -The toll bar at Bridge Mill was let from Whitsunday 1822 to 
Whitsunday 1823, for ------ - 

Total funds of this road 

i«. — Rate of toll levied at Ladyland toll bar, near Maybole, is just 
one-half of the rates levied at the Horse Market toll, near 
Ayr, as detailed on first page of this Appendix. 

2d. — Rate of toll levied at Kirkasuald toll bar: 

For every coach, &c. drawn by 6 horses --- 
d° - - - - by 4 d° 

d° - - - - by 3 d* 

d" - - - - by 2 d" 

d° - - - - by 1 d° 

For every waggon, &c. drawn by 6 d“ - - *• 

d° - - - by 5 d° 

d° - - - - by 4 d* 

d° - - - - by 3 d® 

d* - - ... by 2 d 4 

d° - - - - by 1 d u 

For every sledge without wheels - - - - - 

For every horse, &c. laden or unladen, not drawing - - 

Black cattle, per score ■ - - - - ■ 

Calves, sheep, swine, &c. per score - 



50 - - 
75 - - 
97 10 - 



- 1 6 

- 1 if 

- — 9 

- +f 

- 2 - 




- - 6 

- - 2 



- - 2 

- - 2 

- -- 5. 

- - 5 



F 2 




( continued .) 
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lleport on the Road from Manhole to Girvan, by Kirkasuald — continued. 



gd.— Rates of toll levied at Bridge Mill toll, near Girvan, same as 
the rates levied at the Horse Market toll, near Ayr, as de- 
tailed on first page of this Appendix, except coals, which is 
only a d. per cart at Bridge Mill toll. 

Annual rate of uphold per mile, from Maybole to Girvan, by 
Kirkasuald --------- 

Balance of debt contracted in 1816, for making the road from 
Maybole to Girvan ----- - 

Interest paid from the funds of the road in last three years, 
200/. paid in liquidation of debt. 



£. 



646 



Report on the Road from Maybole to Girvan, by Dalquharran. 

Length of road twelve miles and one quarter. 

Number of turnpike gates, three ; viz. one at Welltrees, 
near Maybole; one at I.ochmoddie Bridge, near Dalquharran; 
and one at Bridge Mill, near Girvan. 

—The toll bar at Welltrees, near Maybole, was let from Whit- 
sunday 1822 to Whitsunday 1823, for - 
—The toll bar at Lochmoddie, near Dalquharrau, was let from 
Whitsunday 1822 to Whitsunday 1823, for - 
—The Bridge Mill toll bar, near Girvan, on this line, was let from 
Whitsunday 1822 to Whitsunday 1823, for - - 

Total amount of toll rents on this road 
—Rate of toll levied at Welltrees toll bar, near Maybole, same 
as is levied at the Horse Market toll, near Ayr, as detailed 
on the first page of this Appendix, except coals, which is 
only 2 d. per cart. 

— Rate of toll at Lochmoddie bar, same as the above. 

— Rate of toll at Bridge Mill bar, same as the above. 

Annual rate of uphold per mile from Maybole to Dalquharran 
20/. 10 j. From the extensive improvements lately exe- 
cuted upon the whole line, and particularly from Dalqu- 
harran to Girvan, the exact annual uphold cannot be ascer- 
tained, but may reasonably be reckoned the same as the 
other part, making it all per mile, from Maybole to Girvan, 
in the above line 



-Debt contracted in repairs of the road between Lochmoddie 
and Craighead in 1802, for which no interest has been ever 
paid 

-Debt contracted in making the road between Maybole and 
Lochmoddie in 1804, for which no interest has been paid - 
—Debt contracted for repairs between Lochmoddie and Craig- 
head in 1806, for which no interest has been paid 
—Debt contracted for repairs between Craighead and Girvan in 
1 809, for which interest is regularly paid - 
-Debt contracted for repairs between Craighead and Girvan in 

1813, for which interest is regularly paid - 
-Debt contracted in repairs between Lochmoddie and Craighead 
in 1821, for which no interest has been paid - 
—Debt contracted in improving the line of road from Maybole to 

Girvan m 1821, for which interest has been paid 

—Debt contracted in further improving the road between Loch- 
moddie and Craighead in 1822 - 

Total debt, exclusive of interest, on this road 

Maybole, 23 May 1823. 



480 io 8 
1,300 - - 
124 4 11 
500 - - 
300 - - 
380 - - 
1,400 - - 
420 - - 



4 > 9°4 »5 7 



Q. Jamieson. 



Appendix, N° 13. 

Appendix, No. i 3 . EXTRACT from a Return of John MMlwratt, Clerk and Treasurer to the Road Trustees for 
^ ^ / the' Girvan District, and also for Ballantrae. 



Roads in Girvan Division. 


Miles! 


Number of Turnpike Gates, 
and where placed. 


Sums let at. 
May 1822 . 


Rates levied at each Gate. 


Road from Girvan to\ 
Ballantrae, by Shore J 

From thence to the con-"l 
fines of the county, -J 


13 { 
9 


1 gate at Bally broke , "1 
near Girvan - -/ 

1 gate at Ballantrae - 

1 gate at Glenapp - 


£. s. d. 

r. ::} 

58 - -J 


Sixpence on chaise and 
pair horses. 

One penny riding horse. 
One shilling chaise and 
pair horses. 
Two-pence riding horse. 


- Girvan, 19th May 1823. 






John M‘ liter ath. 
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ACCOUNTS— Viz. Appendix, N° 

N° 1.— The length of the said road is 17 miles, or thereabouts. 

2. — The number of turnpike gates on this line of road are three : 

1st. — Port-Palrick Closs, to the end of the village. 

ad. — Spoutwclls, about a mile-and-a-kalf south of the town of Stranraer j and, 

3d. — Cairn Closs, to the end of that hamlet. 

3 These gates for the year commencing 1823, are l et at the undermentioned sums : — 



TOLL BARS. 


Rent. 


Mail Coach 
Toll. 


AMOUNT. 




£. s. d. i 


£. s. d 


£. «. d. 


Port-Patrick 


77 u - 


73 - - 


150 »» - 


Spoutwells - - - - * * - - 


13 6 ’2 - j 


73 - - 


209 12 - 


Cairn - -------- 


40 16 6 


' •- 


40 16 6 


Amount 


254 19 6 


146 - - : 


400 19 6 



The total sum Pour hundred pounds nineteen shillings and sixpence sterling. 



4. — The rates levied at each gate are these : — 

1st. — For each horse, mare, &c. drawing any coach, chariot, chaise, chair, &c. or 
other such carriage, sixpence sterling. 

ad. — For each horse, mare, &c. drawing any waggon, wain, cart, sledge or other such 
carriage, three-pence sterling. 

3d. — And for every bull, cow or ox, drawing the same, one penny half-penny sterling. 
4th. — For every liorse, mare, &c. laden or unladen, or whereon any person shall ride, 
and not drawing, two-pence sterling. 

5th. — For every ass, "bull, cow, ox or neat cattle, one penny sterling. 

6th.-— For every hog, calf, sheep, lamb or goat, one farthing sterliug. 

But only half the above rates are demandable upon carriages employed in carrying 
manure, or fuel of any kind, &c . — vide Act, herewith sent. 

5th.— 1 The rate at which the road was maintained for the last year, was five pounds per mile, 
from Port-Patrick to Stranraer, a distance of about eight and an half miles; and from 
Stranraer, by Cairn, to the confines of Ayrshire, three pounds per mile,' for about 
a similar distance. — “ The probable rate, on an average, of three years,” to keep this 
road in repair, will not exceed six pounds per mile, or 1 oaf. per annum. 

N. B — It may be proper here to mention, that the line of road from Port-Patrick to Stranraer, 
has been all made of new ; that the parts of the road betwixt Stranraer and Ayrshire, for about 
a mile on the march of that county, run in a very steep and bad direction; but this part of the line 
has been altered, is presently making, and will cost from 500 £ to 600 1. sterling to complete the 
the work. This improvement will be finished in three months, when none of the road will be 
steeper than one foot in every a4 feet of length, and betwixt seven and eight miles of the line runs 
along the shore almostlevel. 

486. F 3 6th,— In 
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t continued. 



6th.— In answer to that part of the requisition, which requires a general state of the 
revenue of the whole trust, the following information is offered: — 

The only other toll road in Wigtownshire, is the line commencing at High Bridge of Cree on 
the confines of the stewartry of Kirkcudbright, leading to Newton-Stewart, an extent of about nine 
miles, where it joins the great London road, and continues by Glenluce to Stranraer, a distance bfl 
of about 2 5 §■ miles, when it is joined by the Ayrshire road before mentioned, being, with this last 
line, a total length of toll road of 51 1 miles, or thereby, all in one trust and mauaged as one 
district. The following is the state of the revenue of the several toll bars upon the foresaid roads 
for three years preceding Whitsunday 1823 ; the rates of the tolls at all the bars being the same, ' 



TOLL BARS. 



1st. — Claucbancasy 011 the road betwixt High Bridge of 
Cfee and N. Stewart - 
2d. — Newton Stewart, on great road - 
3d. — Barlae toll, on d° - 
4th. — bridge of Park, on d° (near Glenluce) 

Tolls on road betwixt Port-Patrick and Ayrshire. 

5th,— Port-Patrick 

6th.— -Spoutwells ------- 

7 th. — Cairn -------- 

Amount of revenue for three years - - - 



Rent. 


Mail Conch 
Tull, 


TOTAL. 


£. s . d. 


£. s. d. 


£. «. d. 


63 - - 


- 


63 - _ 


488 - - 


2ig - - 


707 - - 


258 - - 


2ig - - 


477 - - 


405 7 - 


219 - — 


7 - 


248 8 - 


219 - - 


467 8 - 


390 7 - 


219 - - 


609 7 _ 


155 17 - 


" 


155 .7 - 


2,008 19 - 


1,095 - - 


3 A 03 >9 - 



7tb. — 1 The general state of the expenditure upon the whole of the foresaid 5 1 £ miles of road 
for the period of three years, viz. from 23d May 1820 to 3d May 1823, stands as 
under: — 



1. — For gravelling of new about 1 8 miles of road during the said period 

2. — Paid to account of the expense of making the new road betwixt 

Cairn and Ayrshire, before-mentioned - 

3. — Ground damages, repair of toll-houses, gates, boards, and oilier 

expenses --- - 

4 — Paid upkeep and temporary repairs on various parts of the whole 
toll road ------- £,200 12 3 

Paid for improving, securing and repairing bridges - 8510 8 

„ interest of debt for three years - 
„ to account of debt, as after specified - 
„ clerk, treasurer, surveyor, salaries and various other 
expenses, &c. &c. &c. 

Amount of disbursement for said three years 



£. t. 
1,644 



237 12 

97 *1 



286 2 i 
426 10 
500 - 



8th.— State of the debt, specifying each item, date of its constitution, and interest thereupon. 

The whole toll debt on 23d May 1820, stood as under: 

1st — Bond per 2,000 1 . sterling, granted by the toll road trustees to 
Mrs. Janet M c Cullock, in Whithorn, dated 30th May and 
2d June 1803, deducting the following sums paid to account ; 
on 4th June 1817, 400 > 1 .; on 27th July 1818; 600/. ; and on 
12th June 1819, 500 1 . hide balance - - . 

2d.— -Bond by the same trustees to Mr. John Milroy, per 1,700/. 
dated 16th March, 1st May, 8th, 20th, and 25th June, and 
3d July, 1807, the interest whereof is paid up to Candlemas 

last _ 

3d.— Bond by D° to the trustees of the late Col. Alex. Ross, of 
Balsarrocb, per 1,000 /. dated 8th, 13th, and 31st August 1810, 
the interest of which is paid up to 1st May current 
Paid on 2d June 1820, the balance of Mrs. Janet M'Culloch’s bond 
........ P" 2,000 L first above mentioned, and whole interest, so that 

that burden is extinguished, indc deduct .... 



} Of!* <>:; 



Total amount of debt 



1,000 - - 



N ^TW«U^lu8 toU funds of the current year will pay the expense of completing the Cairn 
rou/ before ttftbHGtfsfl^sfde maintaining the other parts of the toll road in repair, so that there 
will be no further contraction of debt, or floating debt, remaining unsaid, r The- 2,700/ constituted 
by bonds is therefore the only incumbrance. 
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gth.— Particular Account of proportion of whole debt applicable to the roadfrom Port-Patrick 
to Cairn, and the confines of the county, as aforesaid. 

Answer; 

From the circumstance of the revenue and expenditure upon the whole road from the High 
Bridge by Newton Stewart, Glenluce and Strauraer, to Port-Patrick, with the foresaid branch from 
Stranraer, by Cairn to Ayrshire, being blended together, it is impossible to state exactly, what 
proportion of the whole debt is applicable to the road from Port-Patrick to Cairn, and the confines 
of Ayrshire. But, according to the average income for the last three years, the debt of 3,700 L 
ought to be proportioned thus : — About two-fifth parts, or 1,080 1 . on the road from Port-Patrick' 
by Stranraer and Cairn, to the confines of Ayrshire, and the remaining 1,610 1 . upon the road from 
High Bridge of Cree, by Newton Stewart and Glenluce, to Stranraer; but it may be noticed, that 
the. toll at Spout wells was only carried there at May 1 8 1 3, having for eleven years previously been 
placed betwixt Stranraer and Glenluce; and part of the produce of the Spoutwells toll may per- 
haps, therefore, be considered as applicable to the part of the line of road betwixt these towns. « 

The foregoing statement contains the extent of the whole turnpike roads in the county of Wig- 
town, the revenues received for them, from all sources, for the last three years, and disburse- 
ments during the same period ; so thut it does not occur, that any further or more detailed 
information can be furnished to N° 11. "~ 

The toll road trustees are not authorized to levy pontages, under any Act of Parliament, upon 
any bridges within the county of Wigtown. 

Should this Return, in matter or form, be found defective, the Subscriber, upon its being returned 
to him, will instantly endeavour to correct the same, or furnish any further information tending to 
elucidate the statements of the revenue, and disbursements of the toll funds in Wigtownshire, 
which have always been managed as one district. 

Q'O.M-Bajm, 

Wigtown, 12th May 1823. Prin 1 Clerk, 
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Appendix, N° 15. Appafo, SC 

Memorials and Letters, transmitted for the Information of the Postmaster General, v ^ — — 

relative to the Establishment of Steam Packets between Scotland and Ireland, at 
Port Patrick and Donaghadee. 

My Lord, Belfast, 5th January 1821. 

The chamber of commerce of this town, beg leave to state, that for a long time past it has 
been the general opinion, that if a steam-boat was placed on the station between Donaghadee 
and Port-Patrick, that advantages of the greatest importance to the correspondence of the 
United Kingdom would be gained. 

But the chamber did not wish to bring the subject before your lordship or the govern- 
ment, until a fair opinion could be formed of the probability of success and regularity with 
which the sailing ot a steam-boat might be attended. 

This point is now pretty generally ascertained, and the success which lias attended more 
than one boat, plying between Belfast and Glasgow, has been, in their opinion, so great, as 
to induce them now to apply to your lordship to have a steam-boat put on the station 
mentioned. 

The chamber do not wish to take up your lordship's time by stating the great advantages 
that would arise from such an establishment, as no person is more capable of appreciating 
those than your lordship. •.. . >-...•!# 

I shall take the liberty of stating, that lately, when six mails were due from Scotland, 
although the wind was contrary for vessels going from Donaghadee, whereby eight mails were 
delayed on this side, still the weather was, for the most part, mild enough to have allow'ed 
a steam-boat to pass backward and forward in perfect safety, and had such a boat been there, 
the great probability is, that no more than two (if two) would have been due. 

The great benefit that appears so evident to the general correspondence, from the plan 
proposed, l trust will be a sufficient apology for trespassing so much on your lordship. 

(signed) N. Batt, 

President of Chamber of Commerce. 

To the Right honourable Earl O’Neil. 

Respected Friends, Cork, 17th of 4th Month 1821. 

I am directed by the Committee of Merchants of this city, respectfully to state, that they 
consider the establishing of a steam packet to carry the mail between Port Patrick and 
Donaghadee, would be of considerable benefit to the trade of this country, so far as it is 
connected with Scotland ; and to express the hopes of the Committee, that the plan may 
Le such as to meet with the. approbation of government, and be carried into effect. 

(signed) John Leckifj y\ 

President of the Committee of Merchants, 

The : Postmaster General. . 3?.;* 

f 4 
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.Appendix, N u 15, 
continued. 



Extract of Letter from E. Hull, Esq. 

Donagltadee, 1st May 1821. 

“ The strong objection that I conceive exists to the immediate adoption of a steam 
“ packet, arises from the present state of the harbours on each side, but particularly that 
“ of Port-Patrick, where she must remain during the night ; I allude particularly to the 
u winter season, when gales of southerly and south-westerly winds raise such a swell, even 
“ in the inside of the present piers, that the packets and other vessels are with difficulty 
“ preserved from great damage. Indeed, upon one occasion, I have seen one of our packets 
“ absolutely forced into the inside of another less strong vessel, by the violence of the waves 
“ and they are frequently driven upon the beach by the bursting of their cables, during 
“ a south-west gale ; under such circumstances, I am decidedly of opinion, that in the winter 
“ season, a steam-boat could not be protected in the present harbour of Port-Patrick. At 
“ the last interview we had with Lord Liverpool, upon the subject of the improvement of 
“ the harbours, his lordship asked me if a steam-boat could not be immediately introduced 
“ I mentioned my fears, that as both harbours were at present dry harbours (without sayin» 
“ more) that their machinery could not be sufficiently protected during the winter seasoif 
“ which his lordship immediately acquiesced in.” 



Francis Freeling, Esq. 
&c. &c. Sec. 



■ Sir, Donagltadee, 1st August 1821; 

As it appears that His Majesty’s government are desirous to establish a steam-boat for 
the conveyance of the mails between Donagltadee and Port-Patrick, the packet company are 
anxious to do every thing in their power for that purpose; but they beg to submit, that 
having already invested a capital of 6,565 /.in the service of the Post Office, from which they 
have not for a considerable time derived any income or interest whatever, and which if now 
brought to sale would not probably bring a fourth of the original value, to the absolute ruin 
of several individuals, who have embarked their all in the public service, (lie company are 
really unable to incur the additional expense of a steam-boat for the service, which they 
calculate would amount to 4,000/. for (say) a vessel of 90 tons, with a 40 horse power. 
They are of opinion, that under every circumstance, it will be requisite to keep up two 
sailing packets, as auxiliary to the steam-vessel, and they would readily sell two of their 
packets, the proceeds of which to be applied towards the purchase of a steam-boat, provided 
His Majesty’s government would advance the residue. They beg to submit this to the con- 
sideration of the postmaster general, having the most perfect reliance on the justice and 
equity of their lordships, that they will continue to afford them that protection and patronage 
which they have ever experienced, and upon the faith of which they have embarked so large 
a capital in the public service, and have continued therein under circumstances and priva- 
tions of the most distressing nature. 

. I have been commanded to request you will have the goodness to favour me with tlie sen- 
timents of their lordships the postmaster general, upon this subject, as soon as may be in 
your power. 

(signed) E. Null, 'Treasurer. 

rancis Jt 1 reeling, Esq. 

&c. Sec. & C . 



Greenock, 12 December 182 J. 

To the Right honourable the Postmaster General of England. 

The Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Greenock, incorporated by Royal Charter; 

Respectfully Sheweth, 

That the establishment of a steam packet at Port-Patrick, would tend to greater regularity 
and dispatch in the correspondence and communication between Dus port and Ireland. , 
I hat must be well known to your Right honourable ; Board, how much the communi- 
cation is liable to interruption and delay by the present mode of conveyance. May it 
therefore please your Right honourable Board to take this subject into consideration, and 
act therein as you see fit, &c. &c. 



To the Right honourable the Earl of Chichester and the Marquess of Salisbury* 
Postmaster General of England. 

The Memorial of the Merchants of Dublin, trading with Scotland ; 

Sheweth, 

. That the correspondence between Dublin and Scotland is' not only very tedious, but 
irregular. J r 

That your memorialists have understood, that the establishment of a steam packet at Port* 
Patrick, would m a great measure remedy this delay, and which would be a great advantage, 
not-only to .Dublin, but to the whole of Ireland, especially as the communication with 
Scotland is- every, day becoming of more importance to the commercial interests of this 
country*. c 

* era £ ore „ yowt lordships to toko into consideration the establish. 

ing at rort-Patrick, a vessel of the above description. ' 
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To the Right honourable the Earl of Chichester and, Marquess of Salisbury, Postmaster 
General of England. 



The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants and Traders of the City of Londonderry ; 



Sheweth, 

That the trade between the North of Ireland and Scotland, is of considerable extent and 
importance to your memorialists; and that the establishment of steam packets for the 
transmission of the mails between the two countries, would greatly expedite the corres- 
pondence carried on between them. 

It is therefore hoped that your lordships will be pleased to take the subject into your 
early consideration. 



Transmitted by Lord Stewart. 

Sir, Limerick, 30th April 1821. 

In consequence of a regulation, that the weekly meetings of the directors of the chamber 
of commerce should be suspended during the time of the assizes, your communication 
relative to the establishment of steam packets between Donaghadee and Port-Patrick did 
not come before them until they were informed that you had left this city for Cork. They 
regretted the circumstance, because they were anxious for an opportunity of conversing with 
you on the subject. 

A letter was since received from the president of the chamber of commerce of Belfast, 
requesting that our body would co-operate in an application to the Postmaster General, for 
obtaining the object proposed by your correspondent. Our directors were convinced of the 
great advantages that would result to this city, if such a measure were carried into effect. 
Having occasion to address the Earl O’Neill on a suggested acceleration of the travelling of 
the mail-coaches between Dublin and Limerick, I availed myself of that opportunity to 
state to his lordship the opinion of our body, and to request his support to a memorial 
which it was our intention to forward to the Postmaster General, on the proposed commu- 
nication with Scotland. 

I think it right for your information, to give you my Lord O’Neill’s observations in 
reply : — “ With respect to the steam packets at Donaghadee, I also feel much anxiety; but 
“ it seems to be doubtful, whether the harbours are in such a state as to admit of vessels of 
** that description at present.” 

As you may not be correctly informed of the nature of our chamber of commerce, I take 
die liberty to transmit you herewith a copy of its charter. 

Carew Smith, Esq. (signed) John M'Namara, 

See. &c. See. President of the Chamber of Commerce of Limerick. 



My Lords, Limerick, 31st December 1821. 

The directors of the chamber of commerce of this city, having been forwarded from 
Dublin, a copy of a memorial transmitted to your lordships from several merchants of that 
city, praying tor the establishment of a steam packet at Port-Patrick ; — 

I am requested by the directors to express to your lordships, our full participation in the 
prayer of said memorial; as such an establishment appears to be of great importance to the 
trade between this country and Scotland, and which trade forms a very material branch of 
that carried on in this port. 

The Postmaster General. (signed) R. Westropp, President. 



Dear Sir, Donaghadee, 20th April 1822. 

It appeared to be most desirable, before I forwarded the report of Mr. Henry and 
Mr. Logan, resident engineers for the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, of the 30th 
Juue last, relative to the period when protection would probably be afforded to a steam 
vessel at Port-Patrick during rough weather, to inquire whether from the experience of last 
winter, and the present state of the works, those gentlemen had any observations to make on 
their former report, which, from what I had heard relative to the state of the works at that 
harbour, I had reason to expect would be the case. 1 inclose a copy of a letter addressed to 
them on the subject, with their answer, which have been delayed in consequence of not 
receiving Mr. Henry’s letter until last night. I fully concur in the opinion stated both by 
him and Mr. Logan, and as a commissioner for both harbours, I am enabled to bear testi- 
mony to the professional abilities of both those gentlemen, and particularly of Mr. Logan, 
who is a person of great talents and considerable experience as a civil.engineer. 

I am, dear Sir, your most obedient and faithful servant. 

To Francis Freeling, Esq. Edward Hull. 

Stc. &c. &c. London. 

Iuclosure 1st. 

Port-Patrick, 30th June 1821. 

W e having been requested to state our opinion respecting the protection that could at 
present be afforded to a steam-boat in the harbour of Port-Patrick, are enabled to state,' that 
in blowing weather with winds from S.S.E. to W. there in such a swell falls into the pier, 
that sufficient security could not be effected to a vessel of that description, as the ordinary 
48(3. G vessels, 
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Appendix 15 vesse l s > under such circumstances, beat the ground with such violence, as would materially, 
‘ ■ tontinucrl, ’ damage the machinery of a steam vessel ; but we are of opinion, if the inside of the present 
^ ^ pier was sufficiently deepened, agreeable to the plan now in execution, and if the building, 

of the south wall of the intended new harbour was so far advanced as to prevent the set 
making a free passage across the same into the entrance of the present pier, that a steam, 
vessel might be protected in the said harbour, and would be afloat about four hours each' 
tide in bad weather, and in good weather might be at all times afloat. It would not be 
practicable to effect the above objects in less than twelve months ; when the new works are 
completed, steam vessels will at all times be sufficiently protected in the harbour. 

David Henry, 

Resident Engineer for Port-Patrick Harbour; 

David Logan, 

Resident Engineer for Donaghadee Harbour. 



Inclosure 2d. 

Dear Sir, Donaghadee, 15th April 1822. 

In consequence of an application having been made to me from high official authority 
for a copy of your and Mr. Logan’s report of the 30th June last, relative to the period when 
a steam-boat could be sufficiently protected in rough weather in the harbour of Port-Patrick. 
I have felt it proper, previous to my forwarding the same, to refer it again to you, for such 
observations as the experience of the last winter and present state of the works may enable 
you to afford ; and I have to request you will give the subject due consideration, and return 
the paper with your present opinion, with as little delay as may be possible. 

(A CopyO J am, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Civil Engineer, Port-Patrick. 



Edward Hull. 



Inclosure 3d. 

Dear Sir, Port-Patrick, 18th April 1822. 

Though the deepening of the old harbour here, so as to admit of vessels with stones 
to the crane, will be accomplished in the time mentioned in the Reporl of 30th June,' 
I am of opinion, from what I saw of last winter, that shelter to a steam-boat will not be 
afforded to the same extent as was anticipated in that Report, in the time there specified; 
the fact is, that the bottom of the. harbour now, is not quite so low as low water mark • 
where it was made deeper last summer, is now filled up with gravel to the level of the’ 
general bottom, by the storms in the winter; nor will it ever in its present form con- 
tinue for any length of time deeper than it now is ; it is therefore obvious that a steam vessel* 
if brought into the inner harbour, and continued for only a short time must take the ground, 1 
and with the heavy sea that rolls in here in stormy weather, cannot be very safe; but what 
a sleam vessel could endure without injury I am not able to say, not being sufficiently 
acquainted with them; but the most satisfactory thing that could be done, in my opinion,' 
would be to cause persons conversant with steam-boats to inspect and report op> the 
practicability of using them ; I think if they can be used to fine months in the summer, 
when the- weather is good, it is as much as can be done for a considerable time. 

ax tt 11 -pi* I am, dear Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

Ed " L. Hull, Esq. Vtntd Henry. *.« 



Inclosure 4th. : i y-utOi! 

. . . . , Donaghadee, 19th April 1822. 

Having, in conjunction with Mr. Henry, resident engineer for the harbour of Pbrt- 
ratrick, on the 30th June last stated our opinion (which is now before me) as to the pro-* 
bable tube when a steam-boat might be protected in that harbour, and being now called oh 
to say, Whether I had any observations to make upon the same, I beg to state, That last 
winter I had several opportunities of seeing that harbour during westerly and south-westerly 
gales, which 1 had not previously seen under those circumstances; and having within 
a very short time seen the state of the works of that harbour, I am . now enabled to state 
my perfect conviction, that some time must elapse (say two or three years at the soonest); 
before a steam vessel can be protected there, in south-easterly, southerly* south-westerly, 
arid westerly gales ; at the time of stating the opinion above mentioned it was anticipated 
(hat a much greater progress would have been made in the deposit of the rubble, to sup* 
port the intended now south pier than has been done ; this latter has been owing to the 
necessary preparations for that purpose not having been completed as soon as expected; 
and to 4 he continual prevalence of westerly and south-westerly gales from the end of' 
September until the vernal equinox of the present year, which rendered it nearly impossible 
to make any progress during the last winter. At the same time I have to state, that during 
toui or hve months of the summer a steam-boat might, in my opinion, be protected in the 
inper harbour of I ort-Patrick, ahd would certainly expedite the conveyance of the mails 
between lhe:two ports duriug that period. At the expiration of the same, she must be laid 
up in the present harbour of Donaghadee, -when she can be sufficiently protected ’during 
the winter, or at least only made use of in. that season for the purpose of running over 
occasionally to Port-Patrick, lying-to off that harbour when she could land and receive the 

mails 
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mails on board by means of small boats, and then returning to. Donaghadee. In this way, Appendix, N" 15, 
when the present packets are shut up in Port- Patrick during westerly and southerly gales, continued. : 

she might occasionally be brought into service to the .public advantage, under the judicious *' ‘ 

direction of the persons who at present have the direction of the packet establishments on 
that Station; 1 which appears to be conducted in the 'best possible manner for the public 
service. A steam-boat brought into the service as an auxiliary to the present sailing packets, 
under the above circumstances, would, in my opinion be productive of great advantages 
to the service ; but I do not conceive that the use of sailing vessels can with public 
advantage be entirely done away with on this station, sooner than the whole of the plans of 
the late Mr. Rennie, for the improvements of the harbours on both sides are completed. 

A steam-boat of from go to too tons, drawing seven feet of water, with a 40 horse power, 
would be the most eligible for this station at present. When the harbours are completed 
they will admit of vessels of any considerable size, and a larger vessel of that description if 
requisite may be then introduced into the service; and if sailing vessels are then laid aside, 
on this station, it will require two steam vessels to insure the regular conveyance of the 
mails. I have perhaps gone more fully into this subject than requisite, but as I am informed 
this statement is to be submitted for the information of His Majesty’s government, I have 
felt it my duty to bring the whole of the matter into their consideration at once, which is 
respectfully submitted by Loga , h 

•Resident Engineer, Donaghadee Harbour. 



To the Right honourable His Majesty’s Postmaster General for England. 

The Memorial of the under-signed Gentlemen, Traders, Dealers, Coach Proprietors 
and Innholders, in the Town and Vicinity of Donaghadee. 

Your. memorialists most respectfully beg to stale, that from the earliest records 
Donaghadee has been the port or place where almost the entire of the intercourse, which 
has subsisted between Scotland and Ireland, has been carried on, by which means a vast 
concourse of people has been, for a length of lime, continually passing and repassing 
between this port and Port- Patrick. That in consequence thereof, several of your memo- 
rialists have been induced to invest the entire of their capital and credit in affording 
accommodation to passengers, which had formerly yielded to memorialists predecessors a fair 
return, and tended greatly to the public convenience. That since the establishment of 
steam vessels plying between the other ports of Great Britain and Ireland, a great proportion 
of passengers, which formerly came by this route, has been diverted into other channels, to 
the great loss, and in many cases, to the absolute ruin of the innholders, publicans and other 
persons interested in the subject. That your memorialists have been informed, that it is the 
opinion of the engineers employed in construction of the new harbours of Donaghadee and 
Port-Patvick, that though the communication cannot as yet be exclusively carried on by 
steam vessels, the period has arrived when a steam packet might be introduced into the 
service, on this station, with great public advantage. Memorialists, looking forward to 
this event for a relief from their present state of distress, by inducing numbers of persons to 
return to a route which must always possess the superior advantages of shortness, facility 
and safety, and which has been abandoned chiefly for the want of a steam vessefbetween the 
two ports, most earnestly entreat their lordships, the Postmaster General, will take such 
steps as may be requisite for the immediate establishment of a steam packet on this station, 
and memorialists will ever pray. 



Sir, Hillsborough, 10 February 1823. 

As first commissioner under the late Act of Parliament for improving the two harbours 
of Donaghadee and Port-Patrick, I beg leave to transmit to you, lor the information of His 
Majesty’s Postmaster General, a letter, and papers subjoined, from Edward Hull, .esq. 
secretary and treasurer to the Donaghadee packet company, upon the subject of establishing 
a steam vessel for the service of this northern passage. 

I the more readily comply with the request of the company, as from your former kindness 
and attention to all communications from my family and from me, upon the subject of these 
harbours for many years, I am sure the application will receive every consideration and 
proper support from you. 

The forward state of the new harbour of Donaghadee, you will observe in Mr. Hull’s 
letter, is highly favourable for a steam packet to lie in at all times of wind and tide, although 
the progress which has been made at Port-Patrick has not been so great, Mr. Rennie’s 
experienced engineer, Mr. Henry, (as well as Mr. Logan,) is of opinion, that with certain 
regulations, a steam vessel might advantageously be employed in conjunction with the old 
sailing packets ; I need not say more than call your attention to this point, as Mr. Rennie, 
Messrs; Henry, Logan, and," I believe, Mr. George Freeling, can confirm Mr. Hull’s 
statement; 

The company are ready and willing to continue their services for the public; hut their 
want of funds, and the heavy losses which they have incurred, by the wreck of one of their 
packets, the serious diminution of their iucome from 2,500/. formeily, to about 800/. will 
require assistance from Ilis Majesty's government, and, in return, their best exertions will 
not be wanting for the. public-advantage. • , •*•'.. • • v • 

{•; :• . G a- Should 



(Copy.) 

Dear 
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Appchtlix, ! N° i;5, Should it, however, be resolved to assimilate the passage in question to that of Holyhead 
continued. the company will only expect a fair and just remuneration for capital embarked, an di losses 
incurred, in the conveyance of His Majesty’s mails for u pwards of thirty years. ' , , . 

There is one point to which I do not observe Mr. Hull has alluded, which I consider- as 
deserving of- attention, namely, the “ increase under the. late Harbour Act,” of two-pence 
upon the postage of each letter. 

This. additional charge or tax was imposed, and fully assented toby the different chambers 
of commerce and. others, upon the ground and firm expectation, that the conveyance- of 
letters would be much facilitated by sea and land. To effect this great desideratum the 
vote for the two harbours was made, and the works being so far advanced as to admit of the 
employment of a steam packet, in the opinion of those best informed upon the subject 
I submit, whether the company are not fully justified in their present application on 
behalf of the public and of themselves. 

I understand that the greatest distress exists amongst the innkeepers and victuallers on 
both sides of the water, by nearly the entire suspension of posting and other business, from 
travellers of all ranks preferring to go round by Glasgow, and even Holyhead, although at 
much personal inconvenience, rather than incur the delay of the Port Patrick passage as it 
now is; I may mention Lord George Seymour as an instance this winter. ° 

I will not further detain yon upon this subject; and confiding in your former inclination 
and valuable assistance in promoting this important object, I beg to refer Mr. Hull’s letter 
to your serious consideration. 

I remain, dear Sir, &c. See. 

F. Freeling, Esq. DmmUn. 

&c. &c. 



S' 1 - Donaghadee, 6th February iSag. 

It is not necessary to state the great anxiety entertained by the public for the immediate 
introduction of a steam packet in the conveyance of the mails upon this station. The 
many applications which, I have reason to believe, have been made to yon on this subject, 
and the frequent animadversions upon the same in several of the public journals in Scotland 
and Ireland, have tully expressed that anxiety, which is daily increasing. 

I have, from time to time, communicated to you the best information that could be 
obtained, as to the propriety of adopting steam vessels between Donaghadee and Port- 
Patrick, which, as you are aware, lias hitherto riot been favourable to the measure ; but the 
rapid progress ot the works at this harbour, and the means that have been used to afford’ 
safety to a steam vessel at I’ort-Patrick, pending the improvement of the harbour (which, 
from local circumstances, proceeds more slowly than on this side), bavin" enabled the 
respective resident engineers to decide on the practicability of the introduction of the steam 
vessels (under the circumstances hereafter stated), it is hoped their lordships the postmaster 
general will take the subject into consideration, with a view to such measures as may be 
proper tor carrying the same into speedy execution. 

1 ' appears from Mr. Henry’s letter, that a steam vessel may, in his opinion, be protected. 
almost at any time in the harbour of Port-Patrick ; where, as I am further informed 
(supposing her draught of water not more than seven feet), she will be afloat about eight out 
of twelve hours Mr. Logan states that after the month of April next, a steam vessel may 
at all times he afloat m the new harbour at Donaghadee; so that, in fact, the state of the 
harbour cannot be said to present any material obstacles to the immediate introduction of 
® ! ,¥ r ; Hf”; “ b ' s °f the 1911, April 1822, which was transmitted to 
FS “W ' “Wli that Until the improvement ot die harbours is completed, he does not think 

that the use of sailing vessels can be entirely done away with on this station.” - s 
he nmo« S rh»r d a l 5» thW T'”, 8 8 u tl,erl r’ south-westerly, and westerly gales, it would not. 

vessel should run mto the present harbour of Port-Patrick, leat her. 
Sr tm S b injured, by her striking the ground for two hours before and after low 
water hut on those occasions the sailing packets could he used, and by having one sallih* 

Sf anvaeride C r h lde ’ T “.“H. 4 * a f.“" be in readi “ e »» to sail with the marlin the event 
anv idSmeo, hap P em . n e ,0 thetnaclnnery of the steam vessel, or in case the same required 

h/to d Sont t t ’ P T 5 r'i the stta ” y essel c0 “ ld frequently run over to Port-Patrick? 
lay to without entering the harbour, and bring over the British mails, when it would not he 

of the h pac q t0 i T 04 ? ? f ]E>ort 'd >atr iek ; by these means, those delays in the arrival 
hLnmnrcaeto? S ,’|' ,1IC1 °ecnr during the winter season, and which have 

oSed I i T 6Ve ? 14 ma,ls have bee “ d "e. would almost entirely 

,s evlde ' therefore, that even under the existing circumstances of Port 
t -wh-into ’ F dTnT m ! ght hu'tofediateiy introduced on this station, to the 
great advantage of the public service. This being the case, me the public to be deprived 

statS thar t he se ffee, i% new ' m P mt of Po^trick is completed, when Mr. hm. 
veaS 5 If thi. ;. a m 1 he , n °' v p,e . “J 401 be experienced to i great extent for several 
ofthl J ( de<t m "' e hegatryej.how is it to be effected in the best manner, and. 

harl ourf T , ‘tnd g “ US ' Tr ‘° ," K P “T «** *e existing circumstances of M 
- Two modes present themselves tp the considevation of their lordships . ,, 

it-»7tS!^2wn c -°T ya " C , e oP d 'e mails into- their own dtands; the other, to confide 

« taeontradtors ^-either those who fiave . for upwards el' tlnrty-two veara been-'eo'caeed dti 1 

tome oC oms'„: '1 Set,iCC (la y teil f » their most siiou^ fiMSf for '<• 
some oihej persons who m. & ht contract ior the same. Upon Ori* subject the proprietors of 

the 
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the . packets conceive they have the advantage in. point of local knowledge and Ion® 
experience; and they can confidently appeal to their lordships and to the public at large 
for the mode in winch it may be presumed they. would eontinue to execute the service 
grounded upon the knowledge of. the manner in .winch for so long a period: it has been 
uniformly carried on by them. As to the terms upon which one steam vessel and two 
sailing packets could be maintained upon this station, 1 take leave to submit the following, 
as the most moderate expense, being the result of due inquiry and long experience, and 
which, it is presumed, are on a more moderate scale than that of other stations; viz. 




Hire of a steam vessel; 130 tons burthen, with two engines of 30 horse 
- power each, at 3 /. per da}', per annum, vide Mr. Napier’s letter - 
Calculating the passage, on the average of the year, at 3! hours, and 
■ allowing half an hour on each side for raising the steam, will give ei<«-ht 
hours pci- day for the consumption of coals," at 9! cwt. on the average 
per the hour; total, 76cwt. or 3 tons 16 cvvt. per diem. Total annual 
consumption, 1,387 tons; from which may be deducted 111 tons, being 
the allowance for 30 days in the year, when it might not be advisable to 
send the steam packet either into or to lay to off Port-Patrick, leaving 
the net consumption 1,270 tons, at 18s. per ton - _ _ 

1 chief engineer, at il. 11s. 6d. per week - - 

2 firemeu - - - • - - 

1 commander _____ 

1 mate - 

1 steward - 

3 searqen - 

Contingencies 

Annual-expense of steam- boat (hire included) - 
Two sailing packets, of 60 tons each - - - - 



Total annual expense £. 

The present salary is per annum ______ £. 1,000 

Receipts from passengers last year - - - - . 885 

which being deducted from the above, leaves a deficiency of £. 




from which the postmaster general will perceive the total impracticability of the pro- 
prietors of the present packets setting up a steam vessel without the assistance of the Post 
Office. The above sum does not allow any return whatever for the large capital (upwards 
of 6,000 /. sterling) already invested in the public service by the present proprietors, no 
compensation for the almost total deterioration of that capital, nor for the losses they have 
for many years sustained in carrying on the same, under the fallacious hope of better times • 
but looking forward to the introduction of a steam vessel, from the shortness of the passage, 
and the facility with which the same, under favourable circumstances, can be effected, to 
a return to this station of a portion of the respectable community which the steam vessels 
at other places have diverted from it, the packet company are willing, in the-firat instance, 
to rest their hopes for remuneration upon this latter circumstance, and to continue in the 
service upou such terms as they might reasonably expect would for the present sav& tbein 
from further actual loss. For the purpose of bringing the whole subject under this consi- 
deration of the postmaster general, an estimate has been procured of the' expense: of 
building a. steam packet from a very respectable house, which is subjoined, and by whicR 
it appears that the cost of building a vessel of 180 tons, in the most substarriiahnatmer, 
will be - - - - - - - - - £. 

Anchors, cables, sails, rigging, say - - - - - - - 

Upholstery, cabin furniture, &c. do. - - - - 

Two steam engines, on the newest and most approved plan, upon Bolton 
and Watts’ principles, of 30 horse power, each, will be. provided and 
fitted up on board by Mr. R. Napier of Glasgow, at 50 Z. per horse 
power - - 

Total expense - - . - - £. 



■300 




J12 






.. : yri 


3,000 




5.000 


- - 



Mr. David Najiier, of Glasgow, offers to sell the Rapid for 4,600/1 She was -last spring 
refitted, twobeW engines of 30 hoise power each, and' plied between London and Rotterdam 
during' the summer. She is at present 1 in the Thames. 1 Should the postmaster general 
prefer the purchase or building to the -hire of a steam vessel, of course the expense of the 
latter would be deducted from the' foregoing annual expense, and therefore the charge to 
the public, giving - or lending a steant pabket to the - present proprietors; would be 
from;. whj.ch : the receipts for . passengers,; aa per .return; for- last year,, being dedatitbd, 
amount, 8.85/. leaves 1,906 /. to be paid by the post office in addition to providing. a steam 
vessel. ..... . ... * ■ . 

It having teen- stated, that the.Ivanhbe, now on the Dublin and Holyhead station, bad' 
hot been found sufficiently fast for the same, and that it is probable she might be at the 
486. G 3 disposal 
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Appendix, N° 15, disposal of the post office, due inquiry 1 ms been made whether this vessel might not have 
continued. suited the service between Donaghadee and Port-Patrick ; but it appears that ( exce 

' • perhaps three or four months in the summer) her build, and especially her draft of vvnf , 

(nine feet) would not suit the harbour of Port-Patrick in its present state, nor indeed n 
the works at that port were nearly completed. She might, however, answer for the ab ' 
period, and by that timeia more suitable vessel might be obtained. From the authorit V f 
a gentleman, who, as a transport agent, has had the best means of being acquainted vvitl 
this passage, and from his present situation has frequent opportunities of examining tl * 
Ivannoe, I am enabled to state, that in good order she would make the average passage 
the year in about 3 h hours, and consume two tons of coals on each occasion fsay four°t ° 
per diem,) and supposing her to go to sea every day, she could not be maintained under 61 
per day, or say 2,1 go l, per ann. 

It having been conceived that, pending improvement of the respective harbours ( a fte 
which it is likely the communication between them will be exclusively carried on by me&n 
of steam vessels,) the postmaster general may probably consider it most eligible to the 
public service, to defer the consideration of the propriety of taking the station entirely int 
their own hands. Upon this view, and for the reasons already stated, the proprietors of lh° 
present packets beg to propose to their lordships, to maintain one steam vessel of 130 tons 
burthen, with two engines of 30 horse power each, and two sailing packets on this station 
for the annual sum of 3,000/. sterling, or, in case their lordships will provide a steatn 
vessel, for the sum of 2,000/. which is 200 /. per annum less than the expense of main- 
taining the Ivanhoe alone, as above stated, exclusive of keeping up two sailing packets to 
be applied to the public service as occasion might require. These terms, which give to the 
post office the entire benefit at present derived from passengers, the packet company are 
of opinion are more moderate than the postmaster general could by possibility carry 
on the public service in the foregoing manner on this station, and perhaps much more 
moderate than any other private individual could execute the same (due regard being had 
to the manner in which the same was carried on,) deprived of the loug experience and locul 
knowledge which they possess. And as the early decision of the postmaster general upon 
this subject is on every account most desirable, I am particularly directed to request vour 
assistance in obtaining an early decision upon the same. 1 ■ 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and faithful servant, 



Francis Freeling, Esq. 
&c. &c. 8tc. 



(signed) Edw i Hull. 



APPENDIX. 



Containing 

State of the packets receipts for the years 1812, 1815, 1818, 1820. 1821 and 1823. 
Letter from Mr. Henry, resident engineer at Port-Patrick, respecting that harbour. 
Letter from Mr. Logan, relative to Donaghadee. 

Two letters from Mr. David Napier, respecting the steam vessel, the Rapid. 

Estimate of the expense of building a steam vessel. 



Receipts of the Packets on the Donaghadee and Port Patrick Station, for the Years stated, 
exclusive of Salary. 



January - - 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July - - 

■August- ■» - 

September 
October, 1 - 
November - 

December 

Total 





1812. 


18I5. 


1818. 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 




161 8 - 


201 7 - 


93 >8 6 




193 3 - 


147 6 6 


169 1 - 




210 2 - 


200 19 — 


126 8 6 




ig8 8 - 


217 14 6 


*34 5 - 




220 1 6 


194 19 6 


118 13 4 




164 8 - 


213 11 - 


>59 2 6 




211 12 6 


240 12 6 


210 9 - 




281 9 - 


272 3 6 


192 10 - 


- 


289 7 6 


204 1 1 6 


196 - - 




228 5 - 


238 16 r , 


182 11 - 


" V ‘ 


27° *6 6 


192 15 6 


165 9 6 


' 


186 4 6 


1.5(3 16 6 


190 4 - 


£. 


2,615 5 6 


2,481 i 3 - 


>,938 12 - 
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Receipts of the Packets on the Donaghadee and Port Patrick Station-ronhW. 



January - 

February - 

March 

A pril 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October - 

November 

December 







8(20. 




1821 






1822. 




£. 


S . 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


■ 


98 


H 


6 


91 18 


- 


68 


2 


6 




”9 


5 


6 


93 *4 


- 


73 


5 


_ ' • 




136 


9 


6 


79 3 


- 


76 


12 






90 17 


6 


83 1 


- 


79 


, 


6 




106 


3 


- 


85 - 


6 


68 


*4 


6 




111 


12 


6 


106 4 


6 


54 


1 


- 




87 


1 


6 


118 a 


6 


84 


2 


6 


■ 


188 


39 


~ 


116 11 


6 


90 


1 1 


- 


-■ 


155 


1 1 


6 


94 - 


- 


122 


6 


_ 


■ 


132 


8 


6 


158 17 


6 


73 


18 


6 


- 


154 


16 


6 


59 9 


6 


39 


2 


_ 


- 


86 


14 


6 


75 17 


- 


50 


- 


- 


£. 


'>474 


>4 


~ 


1,161 19 


~ 


885 


‘5 


C 



Appendix, N° 15, 
con tinued. 



(Copy.) 

I £S5S» to you last year, when corresponding 
stder my opinion with regat-J to steam-boats of very great weight, as I have no t had „a„v 
opportumttes of witness, ng what they will endure wifhoul injury, and therefore sug s «te5 
the propriety ol deputing competent persons to examine these harbours with relereuce 
to the, r accommodations tor steam-boats. The same course I would still recommend 
This harbour has been greatly improved since last year, but it is not in that state to 
keep steam packets afloat at ail times of the tide. ' . ta - e t0 

knm b0 , 1 '? 1 ” is , s .° ft 001 ! ond 5ofl ' Itowever, that I should think a steam boat strong 
b ult, and formed m the best manner for taking the ground, might be kept here almost 

5men y d o7A ; pril dmy ° P, "’ 0n ,S ’ ““ S " cl ' VesseIs m1 Sl»bo a.Lpted e/en SiefZ! 

ea^,'e V„!S. ar f 7 o' rti T im P r ?y eme « of this harbour, I do not see that much more 
effeJis iwf for “ (Cm thef than taking out the rock at the point of the old pier) until the 
effects of the new pier be experienced, and that cannot be* to a great extern fo“ several 
J S ' . 1 am, Sir, 8tc, See. 

Edward Hull, Esq. (sig “ ed> Davii Har i- . 

Donaghadee. 

(Cop^.) Harbour Works, Donaghadee, 

In obedience to your desire, that I should state, for the infoltoSo^oTHislMaiestv's 
sm Te^Sle r, tle ' s “ ffic ' eilt sl f ter end accommodation can in the course of theensuing s L 
affo,ded t0 , a sto .™ ‘I the new harbour of Donaghadee ; 1 beg to say, flat in 

consequence of the active measures which have been taken; and are now in pro-re™ 

same fT7c 0 “ t ° f . th | r0C Jf' V ’ ich is t0 form P arlofthe harbour, that a portioL o°f the 
'“''y competent for the purpose, can be completed by the end of Anri] At that 
7 English acre of the rock will be excavated from twelve to P fouri<Jh feet 

raj othT l 8|,, '' n S f' des ' w d ! viil af!inJ colll plete shelter and safety to steam or 

e ■ a ™ “ mes - W “ h regard 10 Eort-Patrick, Mr. Henry, being resident 
acEnted wifKV 0 ? ““f a ? c “ rate “formatton than I can; but I am sufficiently 
.5 ™* 11 ,*° sta “’, that tn my optnion, a steam vessel, whose draft of water shall 

sootherlv l S T n *?*’, m,ght be sufficiently protected there at ail times, except during 
ground ah so "* h - w ? sterI y or .westerly gales, when from the circumstances of liei-taking thf 
die^hoi, 01,1 ta - ° hours before low water, her machinery might be injured by her smiting 
oil p’lo tbo , se <,ccasl01 ' s 1 Should advise that the sailing packets should be sent 
toJented a ih ck ’, a ? d tbe steam vessel kept at Donaghadee, until an opportunity 

Widsh I t °f her hetng enabled to run over, lay to off that port, and bring over the 
, “ a ‘ ls ,. and perhaps under particular circumstances, (which however would seldom 
Iu this wtoI 8 ™ • '° f 0nU ‘® sa : k ,or Eeaghnayan, and bring back the British mails, 
win e 2. 1 conceive the great delays tn the mails, which frequently occur during the 
ill mvomV ’ w °“ d be ol “ os ‘ ent r ly ob,,ated - 1 lla ™ no hesitation in staling, that 
might Si a steam yossolot moderate draft of water, .of sufficient power of engine, 

•hi ^ srea ‘ pub,ic & ‘r duced - 

"ide’e.^' 04 **> ’IMUS". 
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15 ’ (Copy.) 

— Sir, Glasgow, December 26, 1822. 

In reply to your favour of the 23d, you can have the Rapid, steam packet, for the six sum- 
mer months for five pounds a day ; if all the year through, at three pounds a day. The Rapid 
left this immediately on being finished, which prevented me from ascertaining her exact 
consumption of coals, but I think it will be about 9 cwt. an hour. She is very suitable 
for the purpose you want her ; although she is very fine fore and aft, she is pretty flat 
midships, which enables her to ground easy. She draws only betwixt six and seven feet 
water. If this offer suits you I shall be glad to hear from you soon. 

I am. Sir, &e. Sec. 

Edward Hull, Esq. (signed) David Napier. 

Douaghadee. 

(Copy.) 

Sir, Glasgow, January 10, 1823. 

In reply to your favour of the 3d instant, from the great • expense steam packets have 
hitherto cost in keeping them in a going stale, I could not offer the Rapid for less than 
I have done, without running the risk of a positive loss. You may have her to purchase 
for four thousand pounds. 

I am, Sir, Sec. See. 

Edward Hull, Esq. (signed) David Napier. 

Douaghadee. 



(Copy.) 



Estimate fora steam packet for the Donaghadee packet station, coppcr-lastcned to the 
bends, and coppered to the bends. Dimensions and materials as follows; viz.— Length for 
tonnage, ninety-five feet ; extreme breadth, seventeen feet ; depth of hold, nine to tea 
feet, or sufficient to cover the machinery under deck ; English oak frame, beams and 
knees, except paddle beams ; outside plank, English oak above light water mark, below 
American oak or elm, with thick bilge plank; inside plank red pine, excepting bending 
streaks, American oak long lengths a midships ; a figure or bust head, carved stern, 
masts, yards, boat, &c. primed and painted ; the interior "fitted up in a neat, plain, substan- 
tial manner, for the accommodation of cabin and hold passengers and crew. All trades- 
mens work attached to the hull found by us, excepting what belongs to the engineer’s 
department, who fixes his own work. The work done in a good workmanlike manner, and 
all things in good and sufficient scantling, to the tonnage and proposed occupation of the 
packet. — The price twelve pounds Irish sterling, per ton, say 

To 130 tons, at 12 1 . per ton - - . . £.1,560 - - 

Sheet copper to the bends, nails, &c. - - 160 - - 



Belfast, nth January 1823. 



Irish 

British 

(signed) 



<£1,720 - - 
£.1,587 13 10 
Ritchie § M‘Lainc. 



(Copy.) 

My Lords, Port-Patrick, 2 2d February 1823. 

We have reason to believe, that complaints have been made from several quarters in 
the course of last winter, as to the irregularity of the transmission of the mail from Port- 
Patrick to Donaghadee, owing to the storminesss of the season and the frequent con- 
trary winds. 

Under these circumstances, we trust it will not be deemed foreign to our duty as Com- 
missioners for the improvement of Port-Patrick harbour, to inform your lordships, that 
tiV S u 16 °P' n * 0n ' both of our principal engineer, Mr. Rennie, and our resident engineer, 
Mr. Henry, that although until the harbour be completed, no vessel can be afloat in all states 
of the tide, yet that steam packets as well as sailing packets, may be there in safety at all 
seasons of the year. We would therefore, beg leave respectfully to suggest the establish- 
ment of such packets at Port-Patrick aud Donaghadee, a measure which, it is obvious would, 
even in the present state of these harbours, greatly facilitate the regular transmission of 
the mails, steam vessels being able to make a ready passage in calms and contrary winds, 
when to vessels of the common construction, it is either impracticable or extremely 
tedious. 

We have the honour, &c. See. 



To the Right Honourable 
The Postmaster General for England 



(signed) F. If. Blair. 

Jn° Mackenzie . 
A. Henri/. 
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(Copy.) 

My Lords, Port-Patrick, 31st May 1823. 

W E trust it may be deemed consistent with our duty, as Commissioners for carrying 
on the improvement of the harbour of Port-Patrick, to suggest to your Lordships 
the means by. which the communication with the opposite coast may be greatly improved, 
even in the present state of this harbour, although, until the plan approved by your 
Lordships be completed, it cannot be brought to so perfect a state as would be desired. 

It having occurred to us, that the substitution of Steam Packets for those at present 
in use, would greatly facilitate that communication, we, in February last, addressed a 
letter to their Lordships, the Postmasters General, recommending their adoption, and 
founding our application on the opinion given by our chief engineer, Mr. Rennie, and 
our resident engineer, Mr. Henry, that even in the then state of the harbour, Steam 
Packets might lie in safety at all seasons of the year, although, until the work be 
considerably further advanced, they could not, any more than the vessels at present in 
use, lie afloat in all states of the tide. 

We regret that our application has not yet been attended with the desired success ; 
and, therefore, (satisfied of the importance of the object) we are induced to address our- 
selves to your Lordships on the subject, and earnestly to request that your Lordships 
would be pleased to take the necessary steps towards the establishment of a mode of 
communication between the two countries, which would tend so greatly to the accom- 
modation of the public. 

It is, we presume, unnecessary to explain to your Lordships with how much more 
certainty, regularity, and dispatch, the mails would be transmitted by. Steam Packets 
than by Sailing Packets ; but in proof of it, we would beg leave to trouble your Lordships 
with the enclosed statement, extracted from the books of the post office here, showing, 
that in the course of last year there were ninety-seven days on which the present packets 
could not, either owing to storms, calms, or contrary winds, make a passage, the average 
duration of which was about eight hours, and varying from two and a quarter to twenty- 
five hours; whereas experience has shown, in similar stations, how much more certain, 
quick, and regular, would be the transmission of the mails by Steam Packets. 

The additional expense incurred would, we have reason to think, be inconsiderable, 
when compared with the importance of the object, and would, it is probable, be com- 
pensated by the additional profit arising from the increased intercourse by the route of 
Port-Patrick, which the establishment of Steam Packets would occasion. 

We have the honour to be, my Lords, 

Y our Lordships most obedient and very humble servants, 
(signed) . Andrew Agnew. 

James Dalrymple Hay. 
John Cathcart.’ 

F. II. Blair. 

John Mackenzie. 

A. Hannay. 

Right honourable 

The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, 

London. 



486. H 
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Appendix, 
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continued. 



STATEMENT; Showing, IN HOURS AND MINUTES, the Length of Passages of His Majett-' 
for one year, to 1st March 1823 5 and also, showing the days 





1. 


2. 


3 ' 1 


4. 


5 - 


6. 


7 - 


8. 


9 - 


j 10. 




| 12 ' 1 


13 . 


14. 


15 - 


16. i 


March 


h. m. 


h. m. j 


li. in. ' 


h. in. 


jh. ra. 




b. m. 


h. m. 


h. rn. 


b. m. 


In m. j 


I li. in. 


h. m. 


h. ra. 1 

1 


b. m . 


U 





Extracted by J. Murdoch, 

Clerk to Commissioners of the Harbour of Port-Patrick. 



H 2 
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My Lords, Dublin Castle, 17th May 1823. 

The Commissioners of Donaghadee Harbour having transmitted for my consideration an 
application addressed to your Lordships, suggesting the establishment of a Steam Packet on 
that station, I have directed the same to be forwarded to you by this night’s mail and 
I beg to recommend the measure to your Lordships favourable consideration. 

I have the honour to be, my Lords, 

The Lords of the Treasury, Your Lordshi P s most obedieIlt servant, 

&c. &c. &c. WELLESLEY. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 17th May 1823. 

I am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to send you the enclosed letter from the Com- 
missioners of Donaghadee Harbour, addressed to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
Treasury, suggesting the establishment of a Steam Packet on that station. 

And I am to signify his Excellency’s desire that you will submit the same to their Lord- 
ships, for such directions thereupon as they shall think proper. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Geo. Harrison, Esq. (signed) W.' Gregory 

&c. &c. &c. 



My Lords, Donaghadee,. 12th May 1823. 

Having in our Report of the 12th of March last, stated, that we had given directions to 
our resident engineer to take the necessary steps for providing, in that part of the new har- 
bour which has been excavated to the required depth, a place of safety where His Majes- 
ty s packets could be afloat at all times of the tide, we beg leave to submit to your Lordships, 
that the same is now so far advanced, as to afford the certainty of its being completed in six 
weeks from this period, and as the ^resident engineer for the harbour of Port-Patrick has 
stated, that a steam vessel can now be protected in that harbour almost at any time, and 
will be afloat from five to six hours every tide, we take leave to recommend, that no lime 
should be lost in giving the public the advantage of a Steam Packet on this station. It has. 
appeared to our satisfaction, that the service of the mails can now be carried on by means 
of a Steam Packet, at all times when she could put to sea with safety, except in cases of 
very high Southerly or South-westerly gales. Under these circumstances, a Sailing Packet 
might be sent over to Port-Patrick with the mails, and the Steam Packets remain at 
Donaghadee to be available to the service when circumstances would permit. By the 
adoption of this plan, under judicious management of persons of local knowledge and 
experience, the communication between the two ports might immediately be so much im- 
proved as generally to save twenty-four hours in the delivery of the correspondence 
between Great Britain and Ireland, and to obviate those delays in the arrival of the mails, 
of which the public have so long complained, and which have on many occasions extended 
to the duration of twelve and fourteen days. 

To this may be added the great convenience and facility which will be afforded to pas- 
sengers 1 an object also well deserving the consideration of His Majesty’s Government. 
We are aware that the plan proposed cannot be carried into effect without some additional 
expense in the packet establishment on this station; but it will be trivial compared with 
that incurred at other packet stations, and will be productive of so much public advantage 
as in our opinion fully to warraut any expenditure that may be requisite for carrying the 
same into execution ; and we entertain confident expectation that this expense will be 
speedily compensated by that increase in the correspondence which is the usual result of 
facility, regularity and expedition in the conveyance of the mails. 

We 
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We subjoin a copy of a letter from Mr. Henry, resident engineer for Port-Patrick Har- Appendix, 16. 

bour, and also a report from Mr. Logan, our resident engineer, relative to the state of the v continued. 

harbours as connected with the subject of this application, to which we take leave to 
request the early attention of your Lordships. 

We have the honour to be, my Lords, ‘ ; ' ' 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

(signed' Downshire, n 

Edward Hall, 

James Arbuckle, 'S g 

Daniel Delacrerois, ; 1.2 ^ | 

John G. Dunbar, 

To the Lords Commissioners F. E. Lascellls, | g (g 

ofHis Majesty’s Treasury, London. Samuel Delacheeois, ,3° 

N. D. Crommelin, / 



Port-Patrick, 9th May 1823. 

Yours of the 6th current I duly received, requesting my opinion as to the practicability 
of keeping a Steam Vessel in this harbour. 

I have no hesitation in saying she would be in no danger at any time in this harbour 
except (perhaps a little) during very high gales of wind from the South or South-West, pro- 
viding the vessel is properly constructed for taking the ground ; for a vessel drawing seven 
feet water, would not be more than five or five and a half hours afloat each tide, on an 
average, in the inside of the old pier. But the bottom is very good and soft. 

Sir, I am your obedient servant, 

(signed) David Henry, Resident Engineer. 

To Edward L. Hull, Esq. B 

Secretary to Commissioners, Donaghadee. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, Donaghadee, 12th May 1823. 

In obedience to your directions, to report you the period when that part of the new 
harbour already excavated will be in readiness for the reception of His Majesty’s Packets, 
I beg to state that a space extending 150 feet from North to South, and 250 feet from East 
to W est, where steam or other packets may at all times lie in perfect safety, in twelve feet 
water at the extreme of low water, spring tides ; will be ready in six weeks from this date. 

I am, my Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(signed) David Logan, Resident Engineer. 

To the Commissioners for Donaghadee Harbour. 
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